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From the Board Chair 

 
Happy 2020!  2019 seems to have both stretched on forever and come and gone in a flash— 

What a hectic year for our little church! We’ve mourned the loss of cherished friends and members, 
welcomed new members, made changes to our services, and watched as the world around us seemed to 
shift unpredictably from chaos to calm, fear to hope, humorous to concerning.  

 
2020 is the 125th year since the dedication of our church— what changes it’s seen! Members, 

communities, beliefs, and progress come and gone inside and around these walls that we so often 
worry about preserving and repairing (big shout out to Building and Grounds for keeping us solid!). 
What are we to bring to it in this 125th year? We know that we have an amazing pulpit schedule and 
music schedule (another shout out to Pulpit/Music/Ministry for so much hard work this year!), but 
what energy do we each bring when we walk in (or don't) and sit in our favorite pew?  What energy 
and intent are we bringing to this new year?  Hm. Something to consider.  

 
 I, myself, am quite lucky to have our little church on the corner, but more so to have our church 
that lives in the hearts of our members and friends— what I call our “church family”.  It is, for me, a 
place of respite and hope— where I can truly be my best self and work towards better— coming to 
church is one of the most important ways that I take care of myself. As I consider all that we have here 
at Pullman, both tangibly and in spirit, I’ll end here with a quote from Mister Rogers, (who wasn’t a 
UU but really should have been, don’t you think?): 
 

“It is not so much what we have in this life that matters, it is what we do with what we have.” 
 

Happy New Year! 
 

In love, 
Jessica George 

 
Service Schedule – Sunday at 11:00AM 

(unless otherwise noted) 
 

January 5 Reverend Susan Frawley 
January 12 Susan Daiss 
January 19 Reverend Lori Staubitz 
January 24, Friday Evening, 7:00 pm Monica Beck 
January 26, No Service No Service on Sunday 
February 2 Reverend Libby Moore 

Assisted listening devices are available for services – available near the lectern 
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Coming Events 
 
 
Sunday, January 5 – Reverend Susan Frawley 
 
Monday, January 6 – 6:00 pm, Potluck Supper.  Please bring a dish to pass and join us for good 

food and fellowship. 
 
Thursday, January 9 – 6:30 pm, Meditation with Bill Vosteen 
 
Sunday, January 12 – Susan Daiss   
 
Tuesday, January 14 – 7:00 pm, Board of Trustees meeting 
 
Sunday, January 19 – Reverend Lori Staubitz 
 
Friday Evening, January 24 - 7:00 pm, Monica Beck will be providing information on healthy living. 
 
Please note:  No Service on Sunday, January 26. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Joys and Concerns 
 

- Julie Andrews has received the best news recently! She has been given a clean bill of health! This is 
such great news! And now she will be taking a trip to Florida. 

- Rich and Eileen Della Costa have spent time in New York City visiting their son and family for the 
holidays.  They also traveled to Florida to see their daughter and her husband and granddaughters! 

- Jessica George and her family went on vacation in Morocco! Harper was fascinated by the snails! 

- Reverend Lori Staubitz is helping a family in need in Brockport. For more information, please 
contact her. 

- Sylvia Goodstine has had several eye surgeries and is doing well! And she looks great!  

 
  

*IMPORTANT* 
 

Please note:  Some of our members and friends have sensitivities to fragrances and strong scents.  We 
ask that you refrain from wearing strongly scented products when attending church so as not to 
negatively affect the health of those with sensitivities.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
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PMUC decorated for the holidays! 

 
 

Eye on the Board 
 
The Board of Trustees met on December 15: 
 
 As of the end of November, the endowment is doing well despite the market swings. 
 Don Olsowski (church caretaker/sexton) has completed the ramp outside the dining room which 

helps us be more accessible on both floors. 
 Details were finalized for the Holiday Celebration (12/20) and Candlelight Service (12/23) with 

tasks assigned for bringing food, punch, and gifts for the children. 
 Per Chris Loss, we are all set in the pulpit for January. 
 The meditation group continues the second Thursday of each month. 
 In February, there will be a book discussion with Liz Schaal leading the discussion for the book, 

Smoke Gets in Your Eyes: And Other Lessons from the Crematory by Caitlin Doughty.  
 Ongoing discussions include possible policy changes to go before the congregational annual 

meeting, room rental policies, and the need for some form of instruction sheet for the equipment 
and technology used at services. 

 
 

Pullman Plaudits 
 

- Thanks to those who came out for the Potluck Supper on December 2nd despite the poor weather! 
 
- At the December 8th service with Rev. Lori Staubitz, thanks to Sylvia, Chris, and Michelle for 
helping out with readings, and Hilary Clark for lighting the chalice. 
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Pullman Plaudits continued 
 
- Fiona Beck has been accepted at SUNY Brockport to the Psychology program. Congratulations 
Fiona! 
 
- C.W. Lattin created magic once again decorating for the holidays! The church is absolutely stunning! 
Many thanks Bill for your incredible talent! 

- The Friday Evening Service on December 20th turned out to be a lot of fun. Chris Loss talked about 
the many ways that Universalists and Unitarians saved and re-invented Christmas. Everyone decorated 
Christmas cookies, and watched 'Mickeys Christmas Carol'. Thanks to Jessica George for bringing 
frosting! 

- Don Olsowski must be commended for turning up the heat, arranging chairs, cleaning up, etc., for the 
many events we held at the church 
in December! He is just the best!! 

- Much appreciation to all who 
generously donated to help out the 
Qadour family! The family sent a 
lovely thank-you card. 

- Reverend Susan Frawley and Ron 
& Nancy Onesong delivered a 
fantastic 'Country Christmas' on 
December 23rd at our Annual 
Candlelight Service! What a 
tremendous show it was! And the 
sing-along was fun for all! Everyone enjoyed the punch and snacks, and the children were treated to 
gift bags. Thanks to Hilary Clark for taking up the collection, and to all who helped out! This was truly 
one of our best Candlelight Services!  

- Rich DellaCosta made use of our new technology in his talk on 'Cinema Verite' (truth in cinema) at 
the Annual Fireside Service. He showed little snippets of reality in film from The Lumiere Brothers 
1895; Ira Wohl's 'Best Boy' 1971; and Ed R Pincas' "Panola", 1966-1969. We discussed the idea of 
truth in cinema. Truth can be skewed by what is filmed, how much is filmed, who is targeted and why 
it was filmed, etc. This generated a lively discussion. Many thanks to Rich for agreeing once again to 
treat us to his expertise regarding film art! 
 
 

Small Ways to Support PMUC . . . 
 

 Be a worship associate for a service:  volunteers are needed to read the welcome/announcement 
message, chalice lighting words, and other elements of our worship.  You will not be graded on 
this!  Give it a try.  Contact Chris Loss (closs1626@gmail.com) for more information.  
 

 Sign up to bring a snack for coffee hour.  The sign-up sheet is in the Parish Hall.  
 

 PMUC’s Facebook page is updated frequently by Jessica George with content 
that is not only church related but with issues and events concerning our values.  
Follow us, like us, and share content! 
 

 Donate refundable cans or bottles to PMUC.  Both our church and the environment benefit!! 

Thank you card from the Qadour family. 
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February 23 at 9:15 am 
Next Book Discussion 

 
Liz Schaal will be leading the book discussion.  The book for the 
discussion is Smoke Gets in Your Eyes: And Other Lessons from 
the Crematory by Caitlin Doughty. Please note, this book contains 
details in regards to preparation of the dead. The topic may not be 
suitable for everyone. 

"Morbid and illuminating" (Entertainment Weekly)—a young 
mortician goes behind the scenes of her curious profession. 

“Armed with a degree in medieval history and a flair for the 
macabre, Caitlin Doughty took a job at a crematory and turned 
morbid curiosity into her life’s work. She cared for bodies of 
every color, shape, and affliction, and became an intrepid explorer 
in the world of the dead. In this best-selling memoir, brimming 
with gallows humor and vivid characters, she marvels at the 

gruesome history of undertaking and relates her unique coming-of-age story with bold curiosity and 
mordant wit. By turns hilarious, dark, and uplifting, Smoke Gets in Your Eyes reveals how the fear of 
dying warps our society and "will make you reconsider how our culture treats the dead" (San 
Francisco Chronicle).  (Retrieved 12/28/19, Barnes and Noble) 
 
“Caitlin Doughty is a mortician, activist, and funeral industry rabble-rouser. In 2011 she founded the 
death acceptance collective The Order of the Good Death, which has spawned the death positive 
movement.” (Retrieved 12/28/19, http://www.caitlindoughty.com/)  

 
* This book is available via the NIOGA and Monroe County Library Systems. 

 
You do not have to have read the book to attend the discussion.  Please join us! 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
 
 

 

We received this holiday photo of our 
Minister Emeritus, Rev. Richard 

Hood, wife Molly and family. 
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“Write it on your heart that every day is the best day in the year” – Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 

 
 

Onward to 2020 . . . .  
 
 

Pullman Memorial Universalist Church 
PO Box 87, 10 East Park Street, Albion, NY 14411 
Editor: Liz Schaal, Assistant: Chris Loss, pmuc.albion@gmail.com 

We are a welcoming congregation 

Al Capurso adding his musical touch 
to the December 15th service with 
Susan Daiss. 


