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In Celebration of the Winter Solstice 

Do not be afraid of the darkness. 
Dark is the rich fertile earth 
that cradles the seed, nourishing growth. 
Dark is the soft night that cradles us to rest. 
Only in darkness 
can stars shine across the vastness of space. 
Only in darkness 
is the moon's dance so clear. 
There is mystery woven in the dark quiet hours. 
There is magic in the darkness. 

Do not be afraid. 
We are born of this magic. 
It fills our dreams 
that root, unravel and reweave themselves 
in the shelter of the deep dark night. 
The dark has its own hue, 
its own resonance, its own breath. 
It fills our soul, 
not with despair, but with promise. 
Dark is the gestation of our deep and knowing self. 
Dark is the cave where we rest and renew our soul. 
We are born of the darkness, 
and each night we return 
to the deep moist womb of our beginnings. 

Do not be afraid of the darkness, 
for in the depth of that very darkness 
comes a first glimpse of our own light, 
the pure inner light of love and knowing. 
As it glows and grows, the darkness recedes. 
As we shed our light, we shed our fear, 
and revel in the wonder of all that is revealed. 

So, do not rush the coming of the sun. 
Do not crave the lengthening of the day. 
Celebrate the darkness. 
Here and now. A time of richness. A time of joy.  

Author:  Stephanie Noble 
 
(Retrieved 11/26/19, UUA worship web, 
https://www.uua.org/worship/words/reading/celebration
-winter-solstice)  
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Service Schedule – Sunday at 11:00AM 
(unless otherwise noted) 

 

December 1 Reverend Libby Moore 
December 8 Reverend Lori Staubitz 
December 15 Susan Daiss 
December 20, Friday Evening, 7:00 pm See below 
December 22, No Service No Service on Sunday 
December 23, Monday Evening, 7:00 pm, 
Annual Candlelight Service Reverend Susan Frawley 

December 29, Annual Fireside Service Rich Della Costa 
January 5 Reverend Susan Frawley 

Assisted listening devices are available for services – available near the lectern 
 
 
 

Coming Events 
 
Sunday, December 1 – Reverend Libby Moore 
 
Monday, December 2 – 6:00 pm, Potluck Supper.  Please bring a dish to pass and join us for good 

food and fellowship. 
 
Sunday, December 8 – Reverend Lori Staubitz 
 
Thursday, December 12 – 6:30 pm, Meditation with Bill Vosteen 
 
Sunday, December 15 – 9:00 am, Board of Trustees meeting 
 
Sunday, December 15 – Susan Daiss  
 
Friday Evening, December 20 - 7:00 pm, Relaxing Christmas fun including discussion regarding  
 Unitarian Universalist contributions to Christmas. 
 
Please note:  No Service on Sunday, December 22. 
 
Monday Evening, December 23 – 7:00 pm, Annual Candlelight Service with  

Reverend Susan Frawley.  Ron and Nancy Onesong will be here as well. 
 
Sunday, December 29 – Annual Fireside Service with Rich Della Costa. 
 

  

*IMPORTANT* 
 

Please note:  Some of our members and friends have sensitivities to fragrances and strong scents.  We 
ask that you refrain from wearing strongly scented products when attending church so as not to 
negatively affect the health of those with sensitivities.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
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Annual Thanksgiving Dinner at PMUC (11/17/19) . . . . 
 

 
 

 
 

 

“I am grateful for what I am and have. My 
thanksgiving is perpetual. It is surprising how 
contented one can be with nothing definite ― 
only a sense of existence…. My breath is sweet 
to me. O how I laugh when I think of my vague 
indefinite riches. No run on my bank can drain it, 
for my wealth is not possession but enjoyment.” 
― Henry David Thoreau 
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Pullman Plaudits 
 
 

 Jessica George and Diana Dudley were very helpful when a young woman came to the church in 
October looking for assistance. They both exemplify our UU principles. 

 Ken Capurso joined the church on Sunday, November 17th, with witnesses Chris Loss and Al 
Capurso. Susan Daiss conducted the ceremony! He was presented with a welcome packet put 
together by Liz Schaal and Chris Loss. Welcome to our church family, Ken! 

 Our Annual Thanksgiving Dinner was held at the church following the regular service on 
November 17th. It was a success with about 40 people in attendance! Thanks to Liz Schaal for 
sending out reminders, Don Olsowski for setting up the tables 
and cleaning, Diana Dudley for picking up the turkeys, Liz 
Schaal and Eileen Della Costa and Sylvia Goodstine for 
doing dishes, Riyad Qadour and Aiden and Leland Dyke 
helped bring in more tables, and everyone who brought a 
delicious dish to pass! It was another PMUC miracle! 

 Thanks to all who contributed to the Qadour family on 
November 17th! Almost $500 was raised! What an incredibly 
generous church family! 

 A large box full of unwrapped toys from generous 
contributions from the church will be delivered to 
Community Action by Jessica George! Many thanks to those 
who helped out! 

 Sylvia Goodstine conducted the Friday Evening Service on 
November 22nd. She introduced us to the experience of what 
a Jewish service would be like, complete with readings, 
music, and traditional food (challah bread, wine, and 
hamantaschen).  We welcomed new guests, Amanda and Shannon and their beautiful children! 
And, we played the dreidel game! Sylvia also has provided most of the delicious coffee hour treats 
for the month! 

 John Mosher's service was held at the church on Saturday, November 23rd. Well over 200 people 
attended. Many thanks to Susan Daiss for conducting a wonderful service, and giving comfort to 
the family. Rich Della Costa provided his usual magic on the piano, and Monica Beck beautifully 
sang 'Imagine'. Chris Loss helped with 'Home on the Range'. Bill Lattin helped pass out programs 
and opened the church during the week for the family. He also stayed to close up. Don Olsowski 
cleaned and set up tables. It was a true group effort and it went very well. John Mosher conducted 
meditation services at the church for several years and was beloved by so many. He will be very 
much missed. 

 Don Olsowski was recognized by the Board for the most excellent work he does! He has given us a 
great gift of the church being properly cared for! Many thanks Don! 

 Thanks to Liz Schaal for making arrangements to transfer our phone and WiFi from Verizon to 
Spectrum. While we had WiFi through Verizon, we couldn't access it despite many queries! Rich 
Della Costa and Sylvia Goodstine were at the church when it was installed. Now we can do so 
much more with our new smart TV! Great job folks! 

  

 
 

The Annual Candlelight Service 
will be held on Monday, 
December 23 at 7:00 PM. The 
Reverend Susan Frawley will be 
in the pulpit. Ron & Nancy 
OneSong and Al Capurso will 
provide the music. Please plan 
on attending to get a dose of 
holiday spirit! You are also 
invited to bring cookies or a 
snack to share!! Happy Holidays 
to you and your family!! 
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Pullman Plaudits continued 

 
 Darrell Dyke was recognized by friend of the church, Kate Brown, and given the honor of 

presiding over her father's service. She said it was an honor to get to know him better. Darrell is an 
incredible talent. 
 

 Liz Schaal attended some online UU webinars recently, entitled 'Small Numbers, Infinite 
Possibilities'. Great job, Liz! 

 

 
Al Capurso sings 'Perhaps Love' with Diana Dudley and Hilary Clark on Nov 10th 

 

Joys and Sorrows 
 

 Julie Andrews was at church on November 17th and looking great, but she's had yet another 
setback and would appreciate your well wishes and prayers!  

 Debby Rodrigues took a trip to the Pacific Ocean, where she planned to write the names of our 
recently deceased in the sand as a tribute. 

 Members and friends attended the funeral service of Dick Hoffman on November 4th at 
Christopher Mitchell Funeral Home. Dick, a longtime member, was very important to this church 
and it is no exaggeration that his watchful eye on our finances for 35 years helped keep us going, 
and his many hours of work on the building saved money and kept the building in good repair. His 
contributions of steady loyalty and service for his adult lifetime are appreciated more than can be 
expressed. He was a true pillar of this church. 

 Kate Brown's father, Joseph Combo Sr., died on November 7 and his funeral was held at the 
Falcone Family Funeral Home in LeRoy on November 13th. Many thanks to Darrell Dyke for 
presiding over the service. 

 Bonnie Beiswenger sadly has moved to Maine permanently. She'll be back to visit on occasion, but 
we will miss her a great deal. She has been a tremendous friend to the church through the years. 
She has played piano and organ, and helped out many times as a worship associate, and so much 
more. Good luck Bonnie on your new adventure.  
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Eye on the Board 
 
The Board of Trustees met on November 19th.  

 Donations have increased this year! 

 Work scraping and painting the windows has been put on hold until the spring due to interruptions 
from inclement weather. Don Olsowski had to tear down the ramp at the west end of the building 
due to rotting wood, and he will be rebuilding with pressure treated wood.  

 Friday Evening services are all set for January and March.  For January, Monica Beck will talk 
about Optimal Health, and February will be dedicated to Black History Month.  

 WiFi is now accessible! We have made a transfer from Verizon to Spectrum for phone and 
internet. We should have a hot spot where WiFi is accessible to all.  

 Our Annual Thanksgiving Dinner was a resounding success with around 40 people in attendance. 
Buying the turkeys at Wegmans worked out well! 

 The Toy Drive is going well. A box decorated with Christmas wrap has been available and so far 
there are a lot of toys. This will end on November 22nd and be taken to Community Action to add 
to their annual drive. 

 The Board discussed possible names for a replacement for Dick until the end of the church year. 

 The Annual Candlelight Service with Rev. Susan Frawley and Ron and Nancy Onesong is in the 
planning stages.  

 A Memorial Service for Dick Hoffman was discussed, and this may happen in the Spring. We will 
reach out to the family to see if they are interested. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pullman Memorial Universalist Church 
PO Box 87, 10 East Park Street, Albion, NY 14411 
Editor: Liz Schaal, Assistant: Chris Loss, pmuc.albion@gmail.com 

We are a welcoming congregation 

Congratulations and welcome to our newest member, Ken Capurso! 


