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From the Board Chair
September already! This summer has certainly been a busy one for us at Pullman— we kicked it off
with our first Pride service and ended it with an amazing summer picnic and Friday service led by
Susan Campbell from Lakeshore Mothers and Others Out Front— who could ask for better? It seems
like summer goes by faster and faster every year— it feels like yesterday we were putting scarves and
coats away and now the “Ber” months are upon us again already.
The only good news about the end of summer is the beginning of fall, and the beginning of regular
services! Our pulpit committee has been busy filling up an amazing schedule for us this year, and I am
so excited for our monthly Friday night services that will include exploring poetry, Jewish beliefs and
rituals, and a Pagan celebration of the coming winter— so be sure to mark your calendars!
The board is busily working to ensure an upgrade of our technology, maintaining our stunning building
with recommendations from the Buildings and Grounds Committee, and keeping us abreast of
opportunities to put beliefs into action as we are able. I am certainly excited to see everyone in the
coming weeks; if you haven’t looked us up on Facebook yet, please do
(Facebook.com/pullmanmemorial) to keep on top of all of the on goings here at Pullman.
Happy September and welcome back!
In love,
Jessica George

Service Schedule – Sunday at 11:00AM
(unless otherwise noted)

September 8, Water Communion
September 15
September 22
September 27, Friday Evening, 7:00 pm
September 29, No Service
October 6

Reverend Susan Frawley
Reverend Libby Moore
Susan Daiss
David Purdy
No Service on Sunday
Reverend Susan Frawley

Assisted listening devices are available for services – available near the lectern
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Coming Events
Sunday, September 8 – Welcome Back and Water Communion Service with Reverend Susan
Frawley. In addition, please come welcome Diana Reed as she signs the book and becomes
our newest member!
* Please bring a small amount of water from a place that you traveled to this summer or from a place
that is special to you.
Monday, September 9 – 6:00 pm, Potluck Supper. Please bring a dish to pass and join us for good
food and fellowship.
Sunday, September 15 – Reverend Libby Moore
Tuesday, September 17 - Board Meeting (tentative date)
Sunday, September 22 – Susan Daiss
Friday Evening, September 27, 7:00 pm, poetry by David Purdy.
Please note: No Service on Sunday, September 29.

*IMPORTANT*
Please note: Some of our members and friends have sensitivities to fragrances and strong scents. We
ask that you refrain from wearing strongly scented products when attending church so as not to
negatively affect the health of those with sensitivities. Thank you for your cooperation.

Eye on the Board


Alan Nugent reported that at the end of July the endowment had increased. The next dividend
income will be received in September.
 Per Diana Dudley, Buildings and Grounds gathered several estimates regarding exterior painting of
door and window frames, doors, and bell tower louvres. The issue was tabled until the next
meeting. Buildings and Grounds also submitted a sample picture of a new PMUC outside sign
designed by Lonowood. The current sign is in poor shape. The board members will be discussing
the topic further in their October retreat.
 Jessica George will be hosting a book discussion in October with the book titled, “Better Off
Without Em’: A Northern Manifesto for Southern Secession” by Chuck Thompson.
 Chris Loss stated that the pulpit schedule is complete for the year except for some Friday Evening
Services. For the October evening service, Jessica has agreed to do a Samhain/Halloween service.
Sylvia Goodstine will do the November evening service with the topic of Jewish religious holidays.
 Rich Della Costa moved forward with the quote for the budgeted audio/video equipment. The
purchase will include a Smart TV, powered sound base, mobile AV cart, adjustable accessory
shelf, DVD player, cables and power strip.
 The board retreat will be Saturday, October 26 th.
 Jessica George will be checking on someone to discuss safety issues.
 The board is also looking into what would be needed to open the dining room to public rental.
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Friday Evening Services
Have you attended a Friday evening service yet? Once a month, we are holding a Friday evening
service at 7 pm in place of a Sunday service. The topics this summer have included "exquisite corpse
poetry", the 12 steps of a spiritual journey, and climate change.

Please join us for the next Friday evening service September 27th at 7 pm with David Purdy!

Susan Campbell discusses climate change.

Attendees of our 1st Friday Evening Service jointly created the below
poem with Rich Della Costa’s guidance:
The light dims, the shadows hold
The clarity of scarcity
Hilarious corpse of a different creature
Help, help, help—so afraid
The blank numbness when life ends and hasn’t yet begun again
Rising into the sky, I am weightless—atoms collide
Devastated, angry and scared
Gray and confusing; I can’t find the way
I struggle to see that which has always been there
Waiting for the rains to come and give life again
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This year’s recipient of the Pullman Community Spirit Award, Matthew P.
Kovaleski, submitted a hand written note thanking PMUC. He stated, that he
was “honored to be given the Pullman Community Spirit Award. This award
will be very helpful as I start my time at college.” Congratulations Matthew!

The first ever Pride Parade in Batavia included PMUC members!

Alan Nugent, Chris Loss, and Tobin Carson

Our youngest member, Harper!
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Meditation with John Mosher, Ph.D. should be starting soon
in October. Look for more information in the October
newsletter.

Small Ways to Support PMUC . . .


PMUC’s Facebook page is updated frequently by Jessica George with content that is not only
church related but with issues and events concerning our values. Follow us, like us, and share
content!



Be a worship associate for a service: volunteers are needed to read the welcome/announcement
message, chalice lighting words, and other elements of our worship. You will not be graded on
this! Give it a try. Contact Chris Loss (closs1626@gmail.com) for more information.



Sign up to bring a snack for coffee hour. The sign-up sheet is in the Parish
Hall.



Donate refundable cans or bottles to PMUC. Both our church and the
environment benefit!!

Recommended viewing in relation to our Friday Evening climate change discussion:
(Provided by Diana Reed)
PBS News Hour feature about the impact of food waste on climate change.
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/is-frances-groundbreaking-food-waste-law-working
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/americans-waste-up-to-40-percent-of-the-food-they-produce

Donations needed - Per Jessica George, a group working with immigrants released from detention is in need of donations
of backpacks, toiletry items, and non-perishable snacks for the “dignity bags” they give to deportees
for the trip their home country. If interested in donating, please contact Jessica at
jessicaamgeorge@yahoo.com.
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The Next Book Discussion
October, Date to be Announced
Jessica George will be leading the next book discussion in October. The
book for the discussion is Better Off Without ‘Em: A Northern Manifesto
for Southern Secession by Chuck Thomson. (Please note, this book does
contain profanity.)
Chuck Thompson—dubbed “savagely funny” by the New York Times and
“wickedly entertaining” by the San Francisco Chronicle—spent two years
traveling the American South to determine whether, as he’d long suspected
but not yet proven, the whole country might be better off letting Dixieland
make good on its two-hundred-years-old threat to secede. The result is a
long overdue and serious inquiry into national divides that is deliberately
provocative and uproariously funny while making a compelling case for “a
kind of no-fault divorce for nation-states: no hard feelings, just two adults
who can’t quite make the relationship work, shaking hands and walking
away” (The Oxford American). (Retrieved 8/20/19, Amazon)
* This book is available via the Monroe County Library System.

Photos from the Annual Picnic in August:

Socializing at the picnic
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Picnic photos continued . . .

Susan Daiss and Harper prepare for the Service

Pullman Memorial Universalist Church
PO Box 87, 10 East Park Street, Albion, NY 14411
Editor: Liz Schaal, Assistant: Chris Loss, pmuc.albion@gmail.com
We are a welcoming congregation
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