
its upkeep.  After owning it for about ten years he 
decided to sell it after doing no harm to the building.

        It was then purchased by Ramon Martinez an 
antique dealer.  It soon became apparent that he was not 
the best fit for this historic landmark.  The eighth 
domino to fall!  The first thing he did was paint the 
sanctuary dark purple covering over the beautiful 
tromp-l’oeil mural.  He then proceeded to add on a lean-
to behind the annex for living space which of course 
disrupted the architectural integrity of the church.  And 
then he got the brilliant idea to remove all the 1869 
stained glass panes from the window sash and replace 
them with clear glass.  A friend of his upon hearing of 
this Bumbling, Bungling, Buffoonery went over there 
and approached him by saying “Anyone who would do 
this to a historic landmark can no longer be a friend of 
mine!”  With that he stormed out and they never spoke 
again.  I’ve stated it once already but I’ll state it again. 
 Ramon was not the best fit for this landmark.  He 
neglected upkeep and the roof began to leak.  He also 
neglected the taxes and the building was eventually 
deemed unfit to live in. The 9th domino to fall!

        Time went by, things got worse and the property 
reverted to the county because of unpaid taxes.  The 

county made an effort to get the Clarendon town board 
to take the landmark over.  These Bumbling, Bungling, 
Buffoons refused it now for a second time.  The tenth 
domino to fall!  On May 6, 2006 it was sold at the 
county public auction for $16,000 to Nathaniel Lorenz. 
 People in the community hoped it would be preserved. 
 In the fall of 2006 it was demolished and obliterated to 
the shock of historians and architectural preservation-
ists.  The last domino to fall!  The site remains a vacant 
lot today.

        In 1889 David Sturges Copland wrote in his 
History of Clarendon the following passage “Hark! A 
voice divided the sky.  How many have been carried to 
their last home out of the middle doors?  How many 
steps have sadly moved out of the side doors, when 
their friends have been taken away, that have years 
since followed in the same procession to the silent city! 
 If their old church had only a voice out of its stone 
walls, out of its solemn bell, out of its galleries, out of 
its doorways, what would it say for the historian to 
chronicle?”

        Let this historian chronicle a sequel.  A while after 
the Smith Family Corp. offered the church to philistines 
and then ultimately sold it, a group of history-minded 
people formed the Clarendon Historical Society.  Where 
were these do-gooders when they were needed?  They 
were given a typical one room schoolhouse for a 
museum which had to be moved from its original site 
and totally refurbished.  Not having enough space for 
their collections they then built a modern barn for 
measly artifacts, a kitchen and dining room for their 
“club” meetings.

        There is one final irony.  When Ramon Martinez 
removed the stained glass panes from the Universalist 
Church he put these mostly broken pieces up for sale. 
 A member of the Clarendon Historical Society 
purchased them for a little over $200.00 so they could 
be preserved. Too little too late tolls a solemn bell.  The 
last I knew, this glass was stored in the basement of the 
schoolhouse museum collecting mildew.  A sad last 
vestige of the best landmark Clarendon ever had.

The people of Orleans County absolutely had an 
architectural jewel in the historic Clarendon 
Universalist Church complete with antique contents, 
meeting space, kitchen, dining room all in pristine 
condition and no one was smart enough to preserve it, 
what a shame!  They had a chance for the Taj Mahal 
and settled for a double wide. I call that Bumbling, 
Bungling, Buffoonery.  

_____________________________________________
Pullman Architectural News updates you on the architectural repair, 
renovation, and restoration of our historic register church building. 
For more information on the church and congregation, please visit 
pullmanmemorial.org.  Pullman Memorial  Universalist  Church, 10 
East Park St., Albion, NY 14411
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MYSTERY SOLVED 
We've found the source of our wonderful sandstone

Photo: Possibly the earliest existing image of Pullman 
Memorial Universalist Church, Albion, New York. Taken 
at the time of building dedication ceremony in the winter 
of 1894-1895.  Handwritten caption reads "Church built 
by DeGraff and Roberts quarry."  DeGraff and Roberts 
Quarries appear to have sent their wares as far as Ohio in 
the late 19th century, and were the source of Pullman 
Memorial's exceptionally fine pink Medina sandstone. 
Image courtesy of Orleans County Historian, C. W. "Bill" 
Lattin.

GRANTS UPDATE 
Another Restoration Grant Won!

The congregation of Pullman Memorial Universalist 
Church, and all of our restoration supporters throughout 
the community, would like to thank the St. Lawrence 
District of Unitarian Universalists for awarding our 
project their Spring 2014 Chalice Lighter Grant.  

Our multi-phase restoration, culminating in replacement 
of the original Spanish tile roof, includes smaller repairs 
to the historic fabric of our building.  Underway this 
summer is the repair and resetting of our front steps.

This was all made possible by generous contributions to 
the Chalice Lighter fund by donors throughout our 
church's district in upstate New York.  Thank you for 
choosing us!  

Pullman Memorial would also like to thank Board 
Chair, Gay Lloyd Smith, for writing the grant, and the 
Medina Sandstone Society and Trust for providing an 
earlier $500.00 seed grant which we will now add to the 
$6000.00  Chalice Lighter award for the step repair and 
restoration.  

Photo: "Blooming for Jesus" spelled out in paper flowers 
(Circa 1905).  Part of the exuberant decorations from 
"Children's Day," a special one-time spring celebration at 
the Ridgeway, New York Universalist Church, since lost to 
fire.  Ridgeway was one of many Universalist churches in 
Orleans County at the western end of New York State's 
early preaching circuit.  Pullman Memorial is now the 
only remaining Universalist church in Orleans county, 
New York with weekly Sunday services.   

 

Like the Ridgeway, New York Universalist Church 
(interior pictured above), the Universalist Church in 
nearby Clarendon, New York, is also gone.  Inside this 
issue of Pullman Architectural News, Pullman Memorial 
Universalist Church trustee and Orleans County historian, 
C. W. "Bill" Lattin, tells the tale of how yet another 
valuable historic Universalist property in Clarendon was 
lost.  Without the care and support of our congregation and 
community, Pullman Memorial could have suffered a 
similar fate.  

Color photo by C. W. "Bill" Lattin, Orleans 
County, NY Historian.  Image of 
Clarendon, NY Universalist Church taken 
in 2005, one year before the historic 
structure was razed.



PRESERVATION STORIES:
 
The Clarendon Universalist Church 
And How Bumbling, Bungling, 
Buffoonery Led to its Demise
By C.W. "Bill" Lattin, Orleans County Historian

(This article is an excerpt from Bill's forthcoming book 
of amusing tales from the annals of Orleans County, 
New York history.  Bill carefully describes the 
architecture and decorations of the church, then 
colorfully recounts a series of bad decisions and missed 
opportunities culminating in the loss of this 
irreplaceable gem).  

Universalism can be traced in Clarendon to as 
early as 1821 when the first Universalist sermon was 
preached at the funeral of Polly Farwell, age 39.  She 
was the wife of Eldredge Farwell who “discovered” 
Clarendon in 1810.  In November 1832, a Universalist 
Society was organized which met in homes of its 
members.  In 1836 Eldredge Farwell donated the most 
prestigious lot in the hamlet for a Universalist Meeting 
House.  Through subscriptions, money was raised to 
build a beautiful stone church quarried of native 
limestone from a local quarry.  Designed in the Federal 
style, it faced north onto the main road and had a high 
white spire when completed in 1837.  At that time 
through auction, people purchased their pews - the 
highest price paid was $125.00 while the least was 
$15.00.  $2,590.00 was raised from this sale.

        The church was dedicated in June 1837 with a 
capacity crowd.  The interior resembled a New England 
style meeting house with galleries on three sides, doors 
on the pews and the whole interior being painted stark 
white.  The pulpit was in the center of the north end of 
the sanctuary with pews facing the two doors of entry 
off a lobby.  In other words, church-goers entered facing 
the congregation with a center section of seats and two 
aisles. This arrangement was often done in Protestant 
churches as a very strong anti-Catholic visual statement. 
 There was nothing which resembled an altar, only a 
pulpit representing the Word.  The congregation 
flourished and was the status church in Clarendon to 
attend in those days.

        In 1869 a committee was appointed to remodel the 
church according to changing tastes in style.  The pulpit 
was reversed to the south wall, the south and side 
galleries were removed and a new one created over the 
lobby for the choir.  All the original pews were removed 
and new ones were purchased in their place.  The 
original windows were then replaced with ones in the 

Italianate style with stained glass stenciled panes.  The 
interior was frescoed and included a large tromp-l’oeil 
mural resembling the interior of a Roman Temple on the 
otherwise blank wall behind the pulpit.  A novel idea 
came about with the addition of new baseboards on 
hinges which could be lifted up with collapsible legs for 
extra seating around the sanctuary.  The original front 
door remained opening directly into the sanctuary but 
the windows either side of it were also made into doors. 
 One opened into a cloak-room, the other into the 
stairwell to the balcony above.

        In 1886 plans were made for a parsonage to be 
built just west of the church which was completed in 
1887.  In 1896 a wing was added to the east side of the 
church for kitchen, dining room and Sunday school 
classes.  This was always referred to as the “annex.” It 
was done at the time in great sympathy with the 
aesthetics of the church, being built of the same kind of 
limestone and using the Italianate window formations. 
 This was designed with wide double doors from the 
dining room opening directly into the sanctuary.  The 
interior was completely finished off with natural 
wooden bead board going up the sides into a curved 

vaulted ceiling with a balcony over the kitchen, entry 
and stair hall on the far east end.

        Services continued here until 1932 when the 
church became dormant.  In 1937 the 105th annual 
meeting of the Niagara – Orleans Association of Uni-
versalist Church was held in Clarendon to celebrate the 
centennial of the Church even though it was not active. 
 In 1947 the trustees let it be known they were going to 
sell the organ to raise money for roof repair.  Old time 
members said you can’t sell the organ and as a result 
were inspired to rejuvenate interest in the old church. 
 Long time member William Copeland paid to have the 
interior again frescoed and the beautiful mural restored. 
 Roofs on the church and parsonage were shingled and 
services resumed.  People were often heard to say “The 
organ saved the church,” but not for long.

People were often heard to say 
“The organ saved the church.”

In May 1959 Rev. Dr. Joseph L. Sullivan held the last 
regular Universalist service in this church.  The first 
domino to fall!  Don’t let this last sentence puzzle you 
because you will ultimately see the domino effect.

        The Clarendon Universalist Church had a 
reversionary deed so when the property was given up it 
reverted to the New York State Convention of 
Universalists.  Earl and Mabel Smith lived across the 
road from the parsonage and couldn’t bear to see their 
beloved church home turned into commercial purposes 
if sold.  She had been a life time member, organist and 
active in the women’s auxiliary. The thought of the 
landmark being desecrated horrified her. As a result, her 
son Paul Smith, a VP at Phillip Morris Co. with other 
family members formed a private corporation known as 
the Clarendon Universalist Church Preservation Society 
Inc. with a mission to preserve the church as a landmark 
for ever.  The New York State Convention of 
Universalists swallowed the concept hook line and 
sinker and turned the property over to the “Smith 
Family” Corporation in 1962.  In hindsight I’ve often 
thought the convention was bamboozled.

        The first thing they did was to tear down the very 
fine Eastlake style parsonage next to the church and 
landscape the grounds with inappropriate evergreens. 
They did however keep the church intact and 
maintained the general upkeep of the structure.  Mabel 
Smith died in 1978.  The second domino to fall!  The 
next generation didn’t have the interest in it that she did 
and it was costing them too much for upkeep.  Then 
around 1980 revaluation came along and the Clarendon 
Assessor realized that the Corporation to maintain the 

Universalist Church was a private family group, not a 
non-profit corporation.  The third domino to fall!  The 
Smith’s were incensed that their corporation after all 
these years should have to pay taxes. They then offered 
to give it to the Town of Clarendon and its contents 
complete for a historical museum.  The Bumbling, 
Bungling, Buffoons on the Clarendon Town Board 
refused it.  The fourth domino to fall!  By then Paul 
Smith was very upset.  He then offered it free of change 
to the Orleans County Historical Association for a 
County Museum.  They held a meeting there to tour the 
building and discuss the proposal.  I attended that 
meeting and along with the late Jerim Klapper and 
Town Historian, we tried to persuade the group to 
receive it.  One old Methodist crone who could only 
comprehend something Methodist spoke up saying “We 
don’t want a museum way over here in Clarendon it’s 
too far out of the center of the County.  I don’t see why 
we can’t use the old Methodist parsonage in Albion for 
a museum.  It would be a wonderful spot right across 
from the County Square.”  There were people present 
who wanted Paul Smith to give the Historical 
Association funds for upkeep and he naturally refused. 
 Consequently the Orleans County Historical 
Association voted to turn down his gracious 
offer. Bumbling, Bungling, Buffoonery!  The fifth 
domino to fall!  I thought to myself what a bunch of 
Philistines.  Jerim Klapper was so upset over this issue 
he sent in his letter of resignation to the Historical 
Association quoting Carl Sandburg who said “There 
ought to be an 11th commandment and it should state 
thou shalt not commit nincompoopery.”

“There ought to be an 11th 
commandment and it should state thou 

shalt not commit nincompoopery.”

        In 1981 The Corp. attempted to offer it to the 
Masonic Lodge in Holley but they turned it down 
because of no plumbing and heating.  The sixth domino 
to fall!  By now Paul Smith and his corporation of a 
handful of people were totally upset with everyone they 
had tried to give the church to.  The decision was then 
made to sell it.  To me this went against their first 
premises proposed to the NY State Convention of 
Universalists for obtaining the church.  At any rate it 
was on Smith’s conscience.  On August 21, 1981 the 
Church, property and undisturbed contents were sold at 
public auction.  All the furnishings including pulpit, 
pews, organ, bookcases, chairs and china, etc., went to 
the four winds.  The seventh domino to fall!

        The church was purchased by Jason Karp, a book 
dealer who ran a shop out of the building and cared for 

Black and white photo by Alan Isselhard, 
Clarendon, NY Town Historian.  Image of 
Clarendon, NY Universalist Church.  Built 1837.  
Demolished 2006.  Federal style church 
constructed of locally quarried limestone.  


