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From the Board Chairman
I have had feedback recently from a few of our members regarding ‘political’ messages featured in
some of the recent services at Pullman. These members have felt uncomfortable and a little left out,
believing that only politically liberal members are welcome in our fellowship. Their feelings are valid,
and I assured them that we are a fellowship of free thinking, tolerant and welcoming individuals who
respect the views of our members, regardless of their political beliefs. That being stated, we are a
‘liberal’ church. We tend to draw people to our community who have felt out of the mainstream of
traditional religious and political beliefs; people who feel an urgency for progressive change in our
society and culture. This is a reminder, however, that we not take each other for granted, that we
respect each other, even in disagreement, and that we allow our community to grant space for all who
need a haven from the noise and nonsense that fills the world around us. We don’t have to agree with
each other, politically, spiritually, or religiously, to find elements in our religion to bring us together.
Rich

Service Schedule – Sunday at 11:00AM
(unless otherwise noted)

February 5
Susan Frawley
February 12
Rev. Lori Staubitz
February 19
Susan Daiss
February 26
Rev. Libby Moore
March 5
Rev. Donald J. Reidell
*A sign-up sheet is available for anyone who wishes to bring a snack for Coffee Hour*

Coming Events
Sunday, February 5 – Susan Frawley, Seminarian at Meadville/Lombard
Monday, February 6 – 6:30 pm, Potluck Supper. Join us for good food and fellowship.
Please bring a dish to pass.
Saturday, February 11 – 9:00 am, Workbee
Sunday, February 12 - 9:30 am, Finance Meeting
Sunday, February 12 - Rev. Lori Staubitz
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Sunday, February 19 - 9:00 am, Board of Trustees Meeting
Sunday, February 19 – Susan Daiss
Sunday, February 26 – 9:30 am, Book Discussion
Please join us to discuss “Rise of the Warrior Cop” by Radley Balko (more information on
page 3). If you are having trouble finding the book, please see Chris Loss. Of course, you can
participate in the discussion even if you don't read the book, but it will be much more
interesting if you do!
Sunday, February 26 – Rev. Libby Moore
Saturday, March 4 – 9:00 am, Workbee
Sunday, March 5 – Rev. Donald J. Reidell

Joys and Concerns
Sunday, January 15th
Dennis Seekins - was depressed watching President Obama's farewell speech and events, and the
interactions between Barack and his wife brought him to tears. Susan Daiss added that we were a
witness to an extraordinary moment in history.
Debby Rodrigues - announced that she and her friend, Reggie, will be attending the Women's March in
Washington the day after Inaugural day to show solidarity for women. Women have been fighting for
80 years for equal rights and will not go lightly into this repressive new administration.
Sylvia Goodstine - reported that her friend, Gene Haines, passed away on Tuesday following a fall
down the steps. Our condolences to Sylvia and to his family. What a sad event.
Pat Cammarata - had a joy that she participated in the workbee at church yesterday, and the same
stalwarts showed up to work their magic! The rug was vacuumed, the kitchen and bathrooms were
cleaned, and more work was done toward organizing the office. It is amazing how much gets done!
Chris Loss - added that since the beginning of the church year, so many projects have gotten done, and
we should be very proud. The doors have been varnished, the new carpet was laid, the drywall was
installed, the cellar roof was fixed, and soon the water heater will be replaced. It is such a joy to see all
of the energy.
Pat Cammarata - has found out the Sara Phillips will become a snowbird this winter. She has decided
to retire and will be headed down to Florida along with her husband, Tom, to enjoy the winters in a
warmer climate and live it up! Many thanks to Sara for all she has done for the church!
Sunday, January 22nd
Darrell Dyke - was referring to the Women's March in Washington and all over when he thanked the
wonderful teachers and prophets and voices for women. He is very proud and thankful for the
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participation of so many women! From our congregation, Debby Rodrigues, Reggie, and Gay Smith
attended in Washington. David Purty's daughter attended out in California.
Bonnie Beiswenger - wanted to add her voice in thanking everyone who participated in the Women's
March, and it made her very happy that it was so successful. Hopefully, it sends a message to
Washington. She also wanted to thank her wonderful mother-in-law for having a beautiful baby boy 70
years ago who would later become her husband. Happy Birthday to Ron!!
Other recent birthdays include Darrell Dyke and David Purty!! Happy Birthday to you!! Both of
these guys had their special day yesterday! David said he is grateful to Monica for bringing people
together to celebrate his birthday for the first time in years! Monica is, of course, a sweetheart as we
know!!
Julie Andrews - and her mother are spending time relaxing in Florida!! We hope they are having a
wonderful time! We miss you, Julie!
Jim Hobbs - has been feeling a bit under the weather lately. And despite several different issues, he
still looks great! Hopefully he will be on the mend soon!
Diana Dudley - is proud of her sister, Victoria, who was involved in the Women's March and speeches!
Dennis Seekins - said he went to Buffalo to participate in the Women's March there!!

Book Discussion – 2/26/17
The Book Discussion group will meet again on Sunday, February 26th from 9:30 am - 11:00 am to talk
about 'Rise of the Military Cop: The Militarization of America's Police Forces' by Radley Balko. This
book examines the rise of the SWAT teams, the use of military gear and equipment, and increasing
military tactics in routine police work. Balko lays the blame squarely in the lap of our legislators rather
than law enforcement, and the need for politicians to look good to their voters. No political party is
exempt from criticism. The need to look tough on crime, a lack of good statistics, and a short-sighted
vision has worked to almost nullify the 4th Amendment. Chances are that somewhere in America
today, a SWAT team will arrive at a private residence. Looking like home invaders, they will throw
flash bang grenades into the home to create confusion, and will kick the door down and tear the place
apart. There will be profanity and screaming. Everyone in the home will be terrified. The family dogs
may be shot. And someone might be accidentally killed. And if they find nothing or realize they have
the wrong home, there will be no apology and no recourse. Are SWAT teams appropriate for routine
police work? What is the role of the police officer? What are the dangers of a police force that becomes
increasingly militarized? You are invited to join us to talk about these important issues.

Eye on the Board
Per Rich Della Costa, “The board is working hard these days and much progress is being made on the
building. We are working to save money on general maintenance and utilities and have been discussing
our plans for the coming year. The board will be attending a planning retreat on Saturday, January 28th
to strategize. I am confident that we are moving in a positive direction, welcoming some new attendees
and are seeing more returning members attending services.”
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From the January 15th meeting:








The Buildings and Grounds Committee brought up the possibility of an on-demand water heater.
The board requested more research gathered for pros and cons of the on-demand system versus
traditional water heater. The workbee on 1/14/17 was very productive with cleaning and office
organization taking place.
The finance report was given with $5020.26 in income and $4039.22 expenses. Collections for
December were $736.00. A discussion was held regarding taking some money out of the
endowment to cover additional projects that may come up this year. The market is doing well and
we may need the funds. However, other opinions are needed. The topic will be brought up again at
the Board Retreat.
The Pulpit/Music Committee has speakers arranged up to June 2017.
The board agreed to participate in the Albion Merchants’ Associations Sip & Stroll on March 11th.
PMUC will hold the VIP reception as well as host a winery. Though the AMA will be handling
most of the VIP reception details, volunteers will still be needed.
UUA membership is due.

*VOLUNTEERS NEEDED*
Saturday, March 11th, 2-8pm
PMUC will be participating in the 2017 Albion Merchants' Associations Sip and
Stroll Through History on March 11th. Besides hosting a winery, we have been
asked to host the VIP event as well as Registration. The AMA will be doing most
of the work for the VIP event, but we still do need some volunteers between the
times of 2 pm - 8 pm. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Debby
Rodrigues (sage1014@yahoo.com).
Saturday, March 4th, 9-12 pm
The monthly workbee will be one week earlier to prepare for the big event on the
11th of March. We need volunteers to help us make sure PMUC is in its best
condition for the event. Please contact Diana Dudley (diana527@gmail.com) if
you are willing to volunteer that day.

Pullman Plaudits
Sara Phillips - will be leaving us shortly to go to Florida to enjoy her retirement, but many thanks to
her for her excellent service to this church as Church Secretary and/or Collector for many years. As
Church Secretary, she was extremely helpful, organized, and did a fantastic job. And as Collector, she
reliably collected the money and kept the records in good order. Whenever Sara takes on a job, she
does the best possible work!! We have been lucky to have her and will miss her through the winter
months. She will return in the Spring. Many thanks to Sara for all of her hard work and dedication to
this church!! And her cousin, Chris, will miss her in pew #52!!
Dennis Seekins - has been working very hard on looking into issues with the chimney and what needs
to be done. And the good news is that a new hot water tank will help alleviate the moisture gathering in
the chimney that has been causing the damage to surrounding structures. Many thanks for your hard
work Dennis!
Sylvia Goodstine - has agreed to take over from Sara Phillips as Collector! She has spent time with
Sara going over what needs to be done. Many thanks for agreeing to help out, Sylvia!!
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Alan Nugent - reported to the Board that our endowment has been doing very well lately, and we have
recouped much of our losses. Who knows if this will continue long-term, but for now, we can breathe a
bit easier!!
Darrell Dyke - has attended a few conferences that were hosted by Rev. Joan VanBecleare recently on
membership and right relations. Thanks to Darrell for your interest and for taking the time to do this
for the benefit of this church!! Rich Della Costa has also attended a conference on participation with
other UU churches!
Liz Schaal - has continued to edit and produce the Newsletters and has added her own creative
touch...added pictures and features. Many thanks Liz!
Rich Della Costa - gave a talk at the Annual Fireside Service in January on 'Propaganda in the Media'
that was very well received! He did a great job and an engaging discussion ensued! Many agreed that
we would like to see more of this type of forum!
Diana Dudley - has been getting the Building and Grounds group together lately and has come up with
many great ideas! It should be noted how much she does for this church every week!
Many thanks to Monica Beck, Sylvia Goodstine, Chris Loss, Liz Schaal, and Bonnie Beiswenger for
bringing items for coffee hour this month!!
Plaudits to those who participated in the workbee in January...Bonnie and Ron Beiswenger, Monica
Beck, Diana Dudley, Pat Cammarata, Debby Rodrigues, and Chris Loss!!

Debby Rodrigues - brought
up to the Board that a sign
could be purchased for the
front yard that says
'Immigrants & Refugees
Welcome' and the Board
approved this idea. Debby
also graciously funded the
purchase of the sign. It has
been in the yard for several
months now. And thanks to
Diana Dudley for getting
this put up. Great idea
Debby. It was a bit
controversial for this area,
but is certainly in line with
our values and beliefs.

Many thanks to all of our members who participated in the Women's March activities, to uphold our
values and beliefs and the rights of women everywhere.
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UUA Declaration of Conscience
An invitation from the UUA President and UUSC President and CEO to sign the
Declaration of Conscience (see wording below). Link for Petition
At this extraordinary time in our nation’s history, we are called to affirm our profound commitment to
the fundamental principles of justice, equity and compassion, to truth and core values of American
society.
In the face of looming threats to immigrants, Muslims, people of color, and the LGBTQ community
and the rise of hate speech, harassment and hate crimes, we affirm our belief in the inherent worth and
dignity of every person.
In opposition to any steps to undermine the right of every citizen to vote or to turn back advances in
access to health care and reproductive rights, we affirm our commitment to justice and compassion in
human relations.
And against actions to weaken or eliminate initiatives to address the threat of climate change – actions
that would threaten not only our country but the entire planet – we affirm our unyielding commitment
to protect the interdependent web of all existence.
We will oppose any and all unjust government actions to deport, register, discriminate, or despoil.
As people of conscience, we declare our commitment to translate our values into action as we stand on
the side of love with the most vulnerable among us.
We welcome and invite all to join in this commitment for justice.
The time is now.
(Retrieved from https://www.uua.org/pressroom/press-releases/calling-all-friends-faith-andconscience-invitation-uua-president-and-uusc, 2017 January)

Share the Pulpit
The "share the pulpit" initiative continues in which some
of our ministers have invited members to join them in
leading Sunday Services. If you would like to volunteer
to read the welcome/announcement message, chalice
lighting words, and other elements of our worship,
please contact Chris Loss, Rich Della Costa, or Darrell
Dyke.

If anyone is interested in volunteering with the
local branch of the ACLU, they are holding an
event. Debby Rodrigues plans on attending.
Contact her (sage1014@yahoo.com) if interested.
"Volunteer Meet & Greet"
Wednesday, February 8th at 6pm
712 Main Street, Buffalo, NY 14202
PLEASE RSVP to
WesternRegion@NYCLU.org

Electronic Donations & Automatic Pledges
Our website pullmanmemorialdonations.com offers several choices for making contributions. Dropdown menus provide a variety of monthly and weekly automatic options. Alternatively, you can make
one-time donations in any amount, learn where to send a check, or inquire about planned giving. All
major credit cards and PayPal are accepted.
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Drywall work being done in the dining room . . .

Pullman Memorial Universalist Church
PO Box 87 10 East Park Street, Albion, NY 14411
Editor: Alan Nugent/Liz Schaal pmuc.albion@gmail.com
We are a welcoming congregation
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