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The Grapevine Newsletter 
  October 2011 

 
Published by:  Pullman Memorial Universalist Church  Albion, NY 
Member of The Unitarian Universalist Association   

Minister: Lee Richards, 585-436-1786, pastor.lee.richards@gmail.com 
Visit our new Website at  pullmanmemorial.org 

 
Minister Musings 
by Lee Richards 

 
I hadn’t really planned it this way, but it seems like our monthly book discussion themes are echoing 
what's happening here at Pullman Memorial.  
 
Last month we read books about faith. It was also, very much, a month about faith. We came back 
from our summer vacations with faith the church would be here to welcome us home. We re-
examined the events of 9/11 in an attempt to find faith in a better future. We considered the plight of 
war orphans and saw how faith has led a local group to help these youngsters know a better life. We 
expressed faith that our own congregation would once again resound with children so that we might 
enjoy the richness of inter-generational relationships. 
 
All that happened in the span of one month! And now we look to October, and the theme of hope. 
Immediately we see the biggest expression of hope this congregation has made in 40 years – the 
installation of a called minister. Choosing someone to walk with you on your journey of spiritual 
exploration is a significant event, and one that can only be undertaken with a huge dose of hope that 
it will work out for the betterment of all. 
 
And there is renewed hope in the future of this church as the board of trustees moves forward with 
seeking a grant to help replace the roof. No doubt about it - this will be a major expense, even if we 
successfully win a grant to help with costs. But this grand old church is not going to give up the ghost 
- everyone who cares about it is willing to make this happen. George Pullman had hope 120 years 
ago when he fronted the money to build our beautiful church - hope that his gift would benefit 
generations of Universalists (and people who didn’t yet know they were Universalists). We will do 
whatever it takes to return the favor, and proceed ahead with hope this building will last many more 
generations to come. 
 
And of course you - the members and friends of PMUC - come to church in the hope that you will 
leave changed for the better after an hour in the pews. Somehow renewed, somehow challenged to 
grow in spirit, somehow eased of stress or pain, in order to start the week refreshed. It is my hope 
you find what you seek. 
 
A month of faith. A month of hope. Gosh, I can hardly wait for November’s theme and to see how it 
develops.  
 
I am honored to be your pastor.  
 
Lee 
 

mailto:pastor.lee.richards@gmail.com
http://pullmanmemorial.org/
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Service Schedule – Sunday at 11:00AM 
 

 

UPCOMING DATES AND EVENTS 
 
Sunday, Oct. 2 – Rev. Reidell’s sermon will be  AS WE BEGIN THE 
ADVENTURE --  Every new church year should be for us a new 
beginning. 
 
Monday, Oct. 3 - Pot-Luck Supper at 6:30pm. Bring a dish to pass 
and a story to tell (story optional). Enjoy the fellowship of church 
family as we share our monthly meal together.  
 
Thursday, Oct. 6 - "Who, What and Why: Immigrant Issues in the 
News." Paul Finkelman, speaker. 3:00-4:30 p.m. at St. John Fisher 
College, Basil Auditorium, rm. 135  
 
Thursday, Oct. 6 - "Sustaining Our Human Rights in the 21st 
Century." Paul Finkelman, speaker. 7:30-8:30 p.m. at Monroe 
Community College, R. Thomas Flynn Campus Center Conference 
Room - The Forum.  
 
Oct. 7-8 - Universalist Annual Meeting in Binghamton, NY.  
 
Sunday, Oct. 9 - "A Meditation on Ministry" at 11 am, by Susan 
Daiss. Over the past year, I have stepped down from the raised pulpit 
at the front of the church to lead services. What began initially as a 
practical move just to be closer to the congregation has proved a 
fruitful metaphor in my continuing meditation on the meaning of 
ministry, including my own. 
 
Sunday, Oct. 9 - Special Historic Dual Ceremony at 2 pm. This 
afternoon the congregation of Pullman Memorial Universalist Church 
will confer the status of Minister Emeritus upon Rev. Richard Hood, 
and then formally install their newly called pastor, Lee Richards. 
Reception to follow. This once-in-a-lifetime event is open to everyone 
so please come and help us celebrate. 
 
Saturday, Oct. 15 -- UU Ministry for Earth on-line Webinar at 
1:00PM  Click link for details: 
UU Ministry for Earth  
 
 
 

Sunday, Oct. 16 -- Breast Cancer Walk. The Pullman team ‘Pullman 
Pink Ladies & Gents’ will meet at Watts and walk together, and then 
will proceed to the regular church service. (Note board meeting 
moved to 23rd.) 
 
Sunday, Oct. 16 - "Love is the Doctrine of this Church" at 11 am. 
Lee Richards presents the first in a series of reflections on what it 
means to covenant together in love to "do church."  
 
Wednesday, Oct. 19 - Movie with the Minister at 7 pm. Join Lee on 
the third Wednesday of each month to watch and discuss a film that 
will leave you thinking. First up – "Marwencol." This amazing film is 
best seen without much forehand knowledge – it’s better to have the 
surprises unfold while viewing rather than reading too much about it 
ahead of time. So trust your pastor, and show up prepared to have 
your head expanded.  
 
Sunday, Oct. 23 - Board of Trustees meets at 9:30 am.  
 
Sunday, Oct. 23 - "On Hope" at 11 am. To kickstart our book 
discussion topic for after coffee hour next week, Lee Richards will 
explore what it means for Unitarian Universalists to "have hope." 
 
Sunday, Oct. 30 - Book Discussion group meets after coffee hour. 
This month’s topic is "Hope." Our approach to book discussions this 
year - rather than everyone reading the same book we invite you to 
consider a monthly topic as a guideline in selecting your tome. Each 
month will have a different theme/topic. In this way we can each 
bring a different viewpoint we’ve read about to the discussion. Future 
topics may include Charity, Love, Sex, Politics, Earth, Fire, Wind, 
Water. 
 
Sunday, Oct. 30 - Sunday, Oct. 30 at 11 am - "Making the Darkness 
Conscious".  As Halloween approaches and we tap into the spooky, 
let's explore what it means to be afraid of your own shadow...your 
shadow-self, that is. Presented by Kathy Tew Rickey, candidate for 
Unitarian Universalist ministry.  
 
Sunday, Nov. 6 - David Friedman will present a service about 
immigration issues. 
 
 
 

Date Minister Notes Coffee Hour 
Oct. 2 Rev. Donald Reidell   
Oct. 9 Susan Daiss   

 Special service at 2:00PM to honor Rev. Hood & install Lee Richards. Reception to follow. 
  (You may bring snacks for the reception if you like.) 

Oct. 16 Lee Richards   
Oct. 23 Lee Richards United nations Day (24th)  
Oct. 30 Kathy Tew Richards Halloween (31st) / All Saints Day (1st)  
Nov. 6 David Friedman Daylight Saving Time Ends  

http://www.z2systems.com/nps/servlet/DisplayLink?orgId=uuministry4earth&emailId=5eea6f556cf079a8e5514b43bf34fbdd5m33375ee&linkId=266&targetUrl=http://www.uuministryforearth.org
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Pastoral Care 
One of the advantages of having a called minister is the 24/7 
availability of a listening ear. Pastor Lee Richards is officially serving 
in a 1/3rd time capacity, but is actually 100% committed to helping 
parishioners when stuff hits the fan. You are encouraged to call Lee 
and share what's going on, or pull him aside during coffee hour. Lee 
wants to know about the difficulties people are facing. Sometimes 
just talking about your troubles with a minister will help with finding a 
solution.  
 
Lee can be reached at 585-436-1786, or on his cell at 585-729-8167. 
Are those long-distance calls for you?  He also has a toll-free 
number: 877-265-1709.  
Lee is also available for home and hospital visits, or can meet with 
people in the pastor's office at the church.  
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
* Chris Loss – is excited that her grandson,Carson, turned 4 
on September 2nd.  
* Sarah Diemer – is ecstatic to be here and to have found this 
community! 
* Louise Wu – is glad to be back and everything looks so 
good! 
* C.W. Lattin – had the pleasure to meet Sarah Diemer and 
Jennifer Reho back in June. He also wished to say that it is 
nice to see Heather Boyd back in church! And yes, it is a 
pleasure to have you all here! 
* Diana Dudley – her grandson, Orin, turned 24. He can 
speak, read, and write in Mandarin Chinese.  
* Rev. John Rex –had hip replacement surgery on July 13 and 
is seeing improvement, and had cataract surgery in one eye 
and is scheduled to have the other eye done soon as well.  
* Dan Miller – has also had cataract surgery in one eye and 
will soon have the other eye done.  
* Andrea Rebeck- said that it is a JOY to come to this church, 
an oasis of sensible, caring people.  
* Chris Loss – updated the congregation on what is 
happening with the Concerned Citizens group. The Legislature 
recently passed a resolution to keep the nursing home a public 
facility until 2014. Chris said that while this is a victory for the 
group, they still feel that the nursing home is in jeopardy and 
will continue to meet and will continue to fight.  
* Rich Della Costa – will be going down to Florida in October 
to celebrate his parent’s wedding anniversary. They are 90 and 
91 and are healthy and happy and that is certainly a wonderful 
joy! 
* Alan Nugent – thanked everyone who has inquired about the 
red marks on his forehead. He has had some treatments for 
precancerous cells, and that is why there are marks.  
* Louise Wu – wanted to bring attention to the fact that 
hundreds and possibly thousands of people have been 
peacefully protesting outside of Wall Street in New York City 
and yet there has been a virtual brown-out in the media of this 
event. Fortunately, independent stations have been carrying 
this story. People are protesting that the actions of Wall Street 
have created the financial devastation that we are seeing now. 

Their greed and disinterest in the suffering of others has 
greatly impacted our economy. The police have been brutal in 
their arrests and have hurt some people needlessly. But the 
flood of social media to Bloomberg’s office helped to halt some 
of the brutality.  
* Sarah Diemer – as she is excited about her upcoming 
wedding, she is also saddened by the suicide of a 14 year old 
boy named Jamie, who took his own life because of the 
bullying directed at him because he his gay. She is struggling 
with the joy and acceptance that she has found, with the fact 
that so many gays and lesbians are still being bullied and 
targeted.  
* Sara Phillips – she and her husband, Tom, will be 
celebrating their 30th wedding anniversary by traveling to the 
Oglebay Resort in West Virginia ! Sounds delightful!! 
Congratulations! 
* C.W. Lattin – was excited about telling the congregation 
what a beautiful and joyous event that Sarah Diemer and 
Jennifer Reho’s wedding was on Friday, September 30th, and 
said that the best part of the evening was when Pastor Lee 
Richards stood before the crowd and said in a loud voice, “And 
now by the powers invested in me by the State of New York, I 
now pronounce you wife and wife!!” It was a powerful moment 
for the crowd! This entire congregation is full of joy and wish 
the happy couple all the best for their future together!! 
 

PULLMAN PLAUDITS 
* Pastor Lee Richards – for taking the lead at the Ministerium 
and orchestrating a 9/11 remembrance ceremony here at 
PMUC . Lee and two other area ministers and LindaRedfield 
Sakoor from the Mosque in Waterport participated, and for his 
leadership in orchestrating the war orphans to come and give a 
presentation here on 9/18. What a wonderful way to start the 
year! 
* Rev. John Rex – for his powerful sermon entitled ‘Patriots 
With Principles – The Loyal Opposition’ on September 11th. 
John said we have been ruled by fear for a decade in response 
to the 9/11 attacks. We learn more and more each day of 
actions that violate our principles and we must continue to be 
the loyal opposition. It is time to move on to a more 
compassionate response.  
* Congratulations to Sarah Diemer and Jennifer Reho, who 
joined our church family on September 18th!! They are both a 
wonderful addition to our church family! 
* C.W. Lattin – who’s quick thinking helped the Swan Library 
save a lot of money and enabled this church to help out a 
community organization. He happened to be at the library 
recently and overheard Sue Radnicki saying that they needed 
a place to store shelving that they planned to purchase from 
the ‘Borders’ bookstores that were going out of business. They 
could obtain the shelving at only $10 per unit if they acted that 
day and they had no place to store the items. C.W. offered the 
church dining room, which is currently not in use. So now we 
have a room full of shelving down there and helped save the 
library hundreds of dollars!.  
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* Craig Smith – for fixing the refrigerator door so that it closes 
completely! Thanks again, Craig, for coming to the rescue! 
* Many thanks to Pastor Lee, Louise Wu, C.W. Lattin, 
Rene’ Schasel, Sarah Diemer, Jennifer Reho, Eileen Della 
Costa, Rich Della Costa, and Chris Loss for participating 
in the Water Communion service on a September 4. The 
many stories that we shared help us understand who we are, 
and they were great stories! 
* Thanks to all who participated in the first book discussion on 
‘Faith’ on September 25th. Pastor Lee, Louise Wu, Dennis 
Seekins, Jan Seekins, Gay Smith, and Chris Loss! Your book 
choices were wonderful! To see which books were selected, 
go to the website and click on ‘Books and Film’.  
* Andrea Rebeck – who has been juggling a challenging 
career filled with much travel, and trying to write our grant 
proposal. And then the proposal changed at the last minute!! 
She kept a cool head and a positive outlook and just sat and 
waited it out awhile for new instructions before proceeding. 
Grant writing is a challenge all around! 
 
From our new member Sarah: 
It has taken me many years to create my chosen family. I have the 
absolute blessing and utter privilege to be surrounded by shining 
souls, souls that are inherently beautiful, deeply good, innately 
splendid. I love my soul family, my brothers and sisters, with my 
entire heart. I love them without condition, and they love me, too. I 
believe in them with my whole being, and they believe in me. They 
remind me what I'm capable of creating when I've lost my way, and I 
do my absolute best to show them how precious they are. 
 
It has taken me a lifetime to build this precious family. I would not 
trade one second of the heartbreak and heartache I have journeyed 
through in order to find them, because I'm here, now, and I am 
blessed to live in a house of love. 
 
I know what it's worth. I know its value. I know the trials and 
tribulations that you must go through in life to find it. It's irreplaceable 
and unable to be duplicated… 
 
So, then, imagine my surprise. Imagine my surprise when I wandered 
into the halls of a new place, a precious, old sanctuary. I was wary, 
but hopeful. I knew I'd have to prove myself–doesn't everyone?  I 
knew it'd take years to shape the love I wanted from a place of faith, 
but I was ready and willing to work, I was ready and willing to love 
without love until it blossomed. I was ready and willing to work for the 
love. 
 
I came into that place, and I was greeted with embraces. Those 
aspects of myself that I have had to fight for, over and over and over 
again in this life, to be treated with dignity and respect and love were 
things that the sanctuary's people embraced. They loved me not "in 
spite of," but because of. They didn't blink when I told them I was 
getting married to a woman, that I loved her with my whole heart, that 
I loved the Goddess, that I was a Witch. They hugged me close, and 
they told me "welcome," and "you’re safe here," and "we’re so glad 
you’re here." 
 
They told me "you are needed," "you are precious," "you are part of 
us, and we are part of you." 

 
Imagine my surprise when I was greeted with enthusiasm when I 
brought up hesitant ideas my very first day. Imagine my surprise 
when what I said was listened to, when I was told that I had worth, 
even though I'd just arrived. 
 
The people here have an easy sense of humor. They're intelligent 
beyond belief. They are warm and friendly and hospitable and 
ridiculously wonderful. They're the type of people who top off your 
coffee and worry about you getting home safely and want to know all 
the details about your lesbian wedding. Within five minutes of 
introduction, they're laughing with you like they’ve known you forever. 
…They're Unitarian Universalists. 
 
I have never felt so safe, so nurtured, so part of a community than I 
have in our weeks at Pullman Memorial Universalist Church, and I 
have been to many, many spiritual gatherings, camps, seminars, 
circles. When Jenn and I walk through those beautiful, arched doors 
each Sunday morning, we're greeted like we're part of a family of 
faith. 
Because we are. 
 
Last Sunday, Jenn and I lit our two candles from the chalice. Our 
pastor, Lee, with a wide grin welcomed us into the church. "You are 
part of us, and we are part of you," he said, the entire congregation 
repeating the words. Afterward, we held warm cups of coffee and tea 
in the beautiful, expansive hall that will house the joyous beings who 
come to celebrate our wedding.  Jenn and I measured the walls 
(again), talking to Bill about rainbow banners and unicorn 
decorations, laughing over little things, strawberry jelly (you would 
have had to be there), leaving after hugs were exchanged, talking 
about the book club… 
 
To the sunny parking lot across the street where a dead car waited 
for us. 
"I have jumper cables,"  said Lee, taking off his tweed jacket, rolling 
up his sleeves. And, in minutes, the car miraculously started. 
I suppose you could be scientific and say: it started because the 
battery gave it life. I'd rather be sentimental: 
I'd asked the Goddess: I feel lonely, spiritually. My priestess friends, 
my witch loves, my coven sisters are so far from me. I need 
something here. I need something now. Please. …Please? 
And the gay marriage bill was passed, and the wedding was 
arranged, and the little drive through the country that fateful Sunday, 
many months ago, found a beautiful little church in the middle of 
nowhere, with a family waiting for us. 
The car totally started on the love of community and Unitarian 
Universalist Awesome. 
(With maybe a LITTLE bit of help from the battery.) 
 
MORE PINK FOR YOUR GREEN –WALK WITH US 

PMUC has in the past made the commitment to participate in 
the Breast Cancer walk at Watts farm which takes place every 
year in October, and this year we will continue that effort. This 
walk will take place at Watts Farms on Route 98 on Sunday, 
October 16, 2011. We will meet early in the morning (most 
likely 8:00 or 8:30 a.m.) and walk together. Our team name this 
year is ‘Pullman Pink Ladies & Gents’. We will be raising 
money for the American Cancer Society and this money will 
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help someone with breast cancer find a ride to obtain 
necessary treatment, keep the American Cancer Society 
phone lines open 24 hours a day, help women have greater 
access to mammograms, provide free resources and support 
for breast cancer patients and their caregivers, fund 
groundbreaking research to discover better ways to prevent, 
detect, and cure breast cancer, and help women with breast 
cancer celebrate more birthdays. Alan Nugent has sent an e-
mail to everyone on the church mailing list with information on 
this event. If you wish to join the team, click on the e-mail, 
insert the team name and add your name to the roster. If you 
wish to make a donation, you can click on the e-mail and find 
the team name and make a donation in order to help us 
achieve our goal of $100. You can walk with the team, just 
donate, or walk and donate. It may be too late to obtain a shirt 
for the event, but if you wish to have one, please contact Chris 
Loss as soon as possible and she can try to order you one. 
Many of us already have shirts from previous years. The walk 
is almost 5 miles in length, but it goes by quickly with great 
company and conversation, and hopefully the weather will 
cooperate. After the walk, we normally proceed to the church 
for the regular church service. It always ends up being a fun 
event, so please consider joining us on the 16th!! 

 
You Are Invited to a Duel Installation Ceremony 

 
There is a great deal of excitement in the air as the date 
approaches for the duel installation service on Sunday, 
October 9 at 2:00 pm at the church! We have a lot of 
participants including Reverend Richard Hood, Pastor Lee 
Richards, Susan Daiss, Harriet Greaser on organ, 
DianaDudley on piano, Maarit Vaga (singer), and others! 
Following the service, a reception will follow and cake will be 
served. Members of the congregation are asked to bring 
offerings of cheese and crackers for the reception. 
Reverend Richard Hood served at this church from 1971 – 
2006, 35 years, and in that time, his considerable talents, 
speaking ability, leadership, and devotion helped us through 
the good and bad years. He is responsible for the Talk-back 
Sundays, Pullman Pennies (as a strategy to make tough 
decisions), the long-range plan, the Covenant (which appears 
in each hymnal), the closing circle on some Sundays, and so 
on. And he presided over the Good Friday service for all of his 
years here. All a pulpit-fill minister is asked to do is to come 
and preach on certain Sundays, but Dick went above and 
beyond consistently because he cares about this faith 
community. Dick was honored several times for his service to 
this church, but now he will receive one of the most prestigious 

honors that can be conferred upon a minister – Minister 
Emeritus. This honor designates him as our minister for life. 
And he deserves this and so much more. This is given to him 
with the utmost respect and love, and gratitude for his many 
contributions.  
Pastor Lee Richards has been serving as our called minister 
for about six months now and this will be his formal installation 
ceremony. Lee has consistently amazed us with his energy 
and talents! He has updated the website, created a Facebook 
page, attended the Board meetings and other District 
meetings, he has been out in the community introducing 
himself and getting to know the area, has submitted articles to 
the paper advertising special events, taken a leadership role at 
the Ministerium meetings, and so much more! And Rev. 
Richard Hood has agreed to be his mentor! Let us welcome 
this incredibly talented man warmly into this congregation. 
Please plan on attending!!  
 
 
 

"Help Us Help You" 
 
The above is the name for a new fund-raising campaign intended to 
benefit all who pass through our doors. Because Pullman Memorial 
Universalist Church is a public institution, it behooves us to think 
ahead on the safety of everyone who uses our facility. To that end, 
the Board of Trustees has approved purchasing an AED - an 
automated external defibrillator.  
 
AEDs are portable "heart-shockers" that can save a life by saving 
precious minutes when responding to someone who has collapsed 
because of heart failure. The unit is capable of diagnosing the life-
threatening cardiac arrhythmias of ventricular fibrillation and 
ventricular tachycardia, and then applying electrical stimulation to 
stop the arrhythmia and return the heart to a normal cardiac 
heartbeat. 
 
AEDs come with easy instructions, and 5-year batteries, but are not 
inexpensive. Obtaining a unit will cost about $1350.00 which is not a 
budgeted item. So here's the deal - we want to raise the funds 
completely through donations. Any donations made using the PayPal 
button on the church website will automatically be earmarked for the 
AED. We also invite you to make a donation by check (heck - we'll 
even accept cash!) - just be sure to notate "AED" so we'll know to 
add it to the special fund. As soon as we've raised the funds we'll 
acquire the device.  
 
So Help Us Help You - after all, you never know what "heart-
stopping" event may transpire when at church! 
 
 

Project Life – International War Orphans Program 

At the special service on 9/11, Linda Redfield Shakoor, from the Moslem Mosque in Waterport, mentioned to Pastor Lee that they 
participate with a group called ‘Project Life’ This group brings refugees from Afghanistan and other war zones, ages 8-12, to the United 
States to live with volunteer families for several months to benefit from a therapeutic program to recover their health and strength and 
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just be kids. Every new conflict or natural disaster throughout the world creates thousands of victims, and children suffer the most. 
They experience the loss of a parent, homelessness, hunger, and injuries. Project Life is an intensive, volunteer-based program that 
works to help restore the lost childhood of these innocent victims. For three months, they experience rest and recovery in the Western 
New York countryside. They make new friends and learn new skills, and just have fun. Linda mentioned to Pastor Lee that the children 
would love to come to PMUC and show us a slide presentation, but that they would be leaving in several weeks, so Lee suggested they 
come the following week on 9/18/11.  

So Linda, the children and their volunteer parents did attend our service on that day, and they did have a slide presentation for us. 
Linda showed us pictures of some of the war-torn places that these children witnessed in their native countries. We saw the destruction 
and devastation. And then we saw some slides of these children here in the US attending birthday parties, learning in their classes, at 
Strong Museum and Brown’s Berry Patch, and having a lot of fun. And the children of some of the host parents got up and gave 
testimonials about how having a guest from another country has changed their life. One young lady tearfully read a letter and said that 
she has learned so much and would miss them terribly. These children would be leaving in a few short days to return home. Hopefully, 
they will return with new strength, greater confidence, and hope that comes from knowing they have friends in another part of the world. 
What a wonderful experience it was for us at PMUC to meet these wonderful, beautiful children and their host families! Many thanks to 
Linda Redfield Shakoor for this incredible presentation, and we wish them luck in this effort. We hope to engage in other mutual 
programs in the future with the Moslem Mosque in Waterport. If you wish to make a donation, host a child, act as a mentor, or offer 
goods or services, you can call Project Life at 682-0730 or e-mail them at www.projectlife-wli.org. 

 

Pastor Lee with our visitors 
from the Waterport Mosque and First Presbyterian Youth Group 

(Note date on picture is incorrect; picture was taken on 9/18/11) 

http://www.projectlife-wli.org/


Page 7 of 8 

Eye on the Board of Trustees 
-from the meeting on 9/18/11 

*Ministerial report – Pastor Lee Richards gave an overview of his work since the last Board meeting. He 
conducted one worship service, and held a special interfaith worship service (jointly with other area ministers) 
in remembrance of 9/11. He has attended about five different meetings. He has submitted items for the 
Newsletter, continued to update Facebook and the PMUC website. He has submitted articles to the newspaper 
regarding the 9/11 service and the 9/18 service (with the war orphans in attendance). He has coordinated efforts 
with Susan Daiss and Rev. Richard Hood regarding the 10/9 service, and has had contact with organist Steven 
Seigart from the Eastman School of Music regarding a possible recital at PMUC . Lee invited Linda Redfield 
Shakoor from theWaterport Mosque to have their children from ‘Project Life’ (war orphans from Afghanistan, 
Ingushetia, and other war zones) come and do a slide presentation during the 9/18 church service. Lee requested 
that one board member commit to attend GUSTO meetings once a month, and Dennis Seekins volunteered. Lee 
also requested that we donate the offering for the 9/18 service to the war orphans, and it was decided that the 
loose money collected will be designated for that purpose. 

*Motion was made and carried to approve Pastor Lee’s request to be authorized to vote at the NYSCU Annual 
Meeting in Binghamton . 

* Update on the Installation Service – this duel service is scheduled for October 9, 2011 at 2 pm. Harriet 
Greaser will be playing an intricate organ piece, and Diana Dudley will also be performing.. Maarit Vaga, 
soprano, will be singing. The program is pretty well set. Opening words will be offered by C.W. Lattin, and 
smaller sermons will be given by Susan Daiss, Pastor Lee Richards, and Rev. Richard Hood. Invitations will be 
sent to the local Ministerium, past members, the UU District, and others. Chris said she can call or e-mail some 
members who have had some affiliation with Rev. Hood. Fees for the organist and vocalist were discussed. A 
cake is set to be ordered from Tops with a picture of the church on the top of the cake.  

* Update on the Grant Proposal - Andrea Rebeck attended the meeting and appraised us on her progress. She 
did receive a requested report from the architects, but further clarification will be needed. The new application 
is about 75% similar to the last one, but the focus has changed to a more tourism focus rather than a 
preservation focus. The resolution letter will have to be redone when more information is determined. Andrea 
asked the Board to agree on a ceiling amount for the matching funds that we will be responsible for. A motion 
was made and approved to commit $150,000 of PMUC ’s funds towards this grant. If our grant application is 
accepted for the full amount and we decide we don’t wish to accept it, we can decline. Andrea will look into a 
grant for $100,000 for the matching funds, and we may need to raise $50,000 or more. C.W. Lattin suggested 
that we look into hiring a professional fund-raiser. If the grant is accepted, we will need to do a larger scale 
fund-raising project than we have ever undertaken.  

*Finance Committee report – the committee has met with one financial advisor and will be meeting with 
another one soon. Chairman Chris requested that an audit of the books be performed. Pastor Lee noted that the 
UUA recommends a professional audit every three years. It was also requested that the Finance Committee 
investigate some computer software programs for bookkeeping. Chris requested that the Finance Committee 
also work on following-through with the items that have been voted on at the Annual Meeting. A full report will 
be due in January. 

*Breast Cancer Walk – is scheduled to take place at Watts on Sunday, October 16. As with previous years, 
PMUC plans to have a team and participate. More information will be available at a later date. As with most 
years, we will meet at Watts and walk, and then proceed to PMUC for the regular church service that day.  

THE NEXT BOARD MEETING WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2011 AT 9:15 A.M. 
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