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Minister Musings – by Lee Richards

Giving thanks. This month we will collectively and individually, in families and in church, pause for a 
moment to recognize and enumerate our blessings, and offer up our thanks. 

Perhaps you remember, as a child, learning your "please and thank yous." It likely happened at home, 
maybe happened at school, but of all the places to really learn the meaning of "thank you" it is the church that 
stands at the forefront. 

In our day-to-day lives we are often too busy or too stressed to be aware of all the good things that come 
our way. I know some of us maintain a dinner ritual of saying grace, but like many rituals, the words may be said 
on autopilot without really pausing to think, "For what I am grateful in my life this day?"

It was President Abraham Lincoln
who established a national day devoted to
stopping for a moment to say, "Thanks."
Nowadays, even that good intention often
gets corrupted into giving thanks for great
discounts and midnight sales at the mall. 

It seems it's up to us - a
community of faith - to really bring
meaning to the holiday of Thanksgiving.
It is up to us to say, "Yes, I am blessed"
and then make a list of the positives. It's
not a time for focusing on sorrows or
debts or miserable jobs or what-ever (fill
in the blank) but it is a time for
enumerating all the things in our lives that
give Life meaning, that cause us to smile,
that seem to arise unbidden when we least
expect them.                                                                   (read about this "thank you" cake inside this newsletter)

I believe you are all blessed with a wonderful church community, and what better way to start counting 
your blessings than that? So let me say, "Thank you for being a member of Pullman Memorial."
 

Service Schedule – Sunday at 11:00AM
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Nov. 1 Susan Daiss 
Nov. 8 Lee Richards "When words fail us" 
Nov. 15 Richard Delaney
Nov. 22 Lee Richards "Harvest Time" + Thanksgiving Dinner Potluck @ noon
Nov. 29 Lee Richards "Wishes, Prayers, and Earnest Desires"



Calendar stuff in more detail…
 
Tuesday, Oct. 27 – Board of Trustees meets @ 5 pm.

Friday, Oct. 30 – Memorial service for Doris Brown @ 10 am. 

Friday, Oct. 30 – Beggar’s Night @ 6 pm. Jedi Padawans distribute candy on Main Street.

Saturday, Oct. 31 – Book Launch Party @ 7 pm – Halloween Pictures and Pranks Book Signing with Bill Lattin 
and special guest speaker Joe Struble. Includes photo exhibit, live music, and reception. Free admission. Costumes 
optional but welcome. 

Sunday, Nov. 1 – Finance committee meets @ 10 am.

Sunday, Nov. 1 – worship service @ 11 am with Susan Daiss.

Monday, Nov. 2 – Potluck supper @ 6:30 pm. Good food and conversation.

Sunday, Nov. 8 – “When words fail us” worship service @ 11 am with Lee Richards. We are handicapped by our 
own language and often are unable to communicate with clarity. Today we’ll consider how a spirituality of 
speaking could open new possibilities for our view of the world.

Sunday, Nov. 15 – worship service (Chautauqua Sunday) @ 11 am with Richard DeLaney of the Hochstein School 
of Music.

Sunday, Nov. 22 – “Harvest Time” worship service @ 11 am with Lee Richards. Rather than just physical goods 
(food, heating fuel) are there spiritual harvests? What can we reap for our inner fires to keep us warm for the 
winter? Thanksgiving Potluck Dinner follows at noon.

Wednesday, Nov. 25 – deadline for submissions to the Dec. newsletter. Send to: pmuc.albion@gmail.com

Sunday, Nov. 29 – “Wishes, Prayers, and Earnest Desires” worship service @ 11 am with Lee Richards. Do you 
remember pouring through the annual Sears Roebuck Wish Book Catalog, or wishing upon a falling star? To what 
extent are our lives based on wishes and desires? Do prayers influence God, or us? How would our lives be 
different if wishes were never fulfilled?

Saturday, Dec. 5 & 12 – Christmas Fair with multiple arts & crafts vendors, jewelry, candles, antiques, soup and 
more. 10 am – 3 pm. More info on the next page of this newsletter.
  
Come Early, Stay Late
  
Having a quick bagel and coffee ready to grab on a Sunday morning can sometimes make the difference in 
deciding to roll out of bed and show up at church. So come a few minutes early, get a bite, and then stay after the 
service for our usual social hour. We’d love to see you at church!

   
UNDER THE SINK RECYCLING!
 
Return-for-deposit bottles and cans, plus assorted metals,
help generate additional funds for the church. Bins for 
these items are under the kitchen sink. Clean, washed 
metal objects may be mixed, but please separate aluminum
from the rest.
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Book Launch Party

At 7 pm on Halloween night - Saturday, October 31st 
- we'll celebrate local Halloween revelers from times 
past, as Bill Lattin makes available his new book, 
Halloween Pictures and Pranks. In addition to a 
presentation by Joe Struble, former archivist for 
George Eastman House in Rochester, a photo exhibit 
of many of the submissions will be set up in the social 
hall, and books (hot off the presses) will be available 
for purchase. The presentations, exhibit, and reception 
are all free. Proceeds from the sale of the books go 
the Pullman Restoration Fund.

Books Available 

Bill Lattin's new book Halloween Pictures and 
Pranks is now available for purchase. Copies may be 
had in Albion at Bindings Bookstore and Fred Miller's 
Hardware, and at the Book Shoppe in Medina, or 
from our gift shop in the church. Price is a modest 
$10.

Christmas Gift Fair – Dec. 5 & 12

Get your shopping done on the first two Saturdays of 
December - the 5th and the 12th - between 10 am and 
3 pm. Multiple vendors with all kinds of gifts, 
including –
Princess House, Pampered Chef, Scentsy, Hazy Jade, 
Thirty-One, Happy Guru Loves Me, Watt’s Farm, Tea 
Place, Jewelry, Knitting, Antiques, Candles, Pictures, 
Home Decor, Salt & Pepper Shakers, & MORE!!

WRAPPING ALSO AVAILABLE with donation.
Grab a bowl of soup, sandwich or hot beverage!
 
Electronic Donations & Automatic Pledges
 
Our website pullmanmemorialdonations.com offers 
several choices for making financial contributions to 
our mission. Drop-down menus provide a variety of 
monthly and weekly automatic options. Alternatively, 
you can make one-time donations in any amount, 
learn where to send a check, or inquire about planned 
giving. All major credit cards are accepted, or you can 
fund your contribution with a bank transfer or a 
PayPal account.

Of course, cash and checks still work, too. The 
offering plate will continue to circulate during a 
Sunday service to provide an opportunity for “instant 
wallet withdrawals." 

2015 Humanitarian Award (and thank you event)

The 2015 award for exemplifying Unitarian 
Universalist values of love, respect, social justice and 
service to others was presented to Karen Watt on 
October 25th in a service highlighting the historical 
concept of "Deeds, not Creeds." The award plaque 
stated we were honoring her many years of community 
service and advocacy for migrant workers' health, and 
for raising awareness and funds for breast cancer 
research.

The ceremony drew many members of the larger 
community into our building and most of these visitors 
experienced a Unitarian Universalist service for the 
first time. Karen was especially thrilled that this event 
inspired her son to visit from the west coast, and a 
colleague drove in from Massachusetts to be here and 
help celebrate her moment of recognition.  

In addition to our award, Assemblyman Stephen 
Hawley sent a representative to present Karen with a 
citation for her many years of voluntary work making 
a difference in people's lives.

Pastor Lee's remarks combined the idea of "actions 
speak louder than words" with the need for saying 
"thank you" for people's efforts. In addition to many 
goodies and treats in the reception afterward, the cake 
reinforced the message with "Thank You Karen Watt" 
written in purple icing on top.

Al Capurso volunteered to sing "Heart of Gold" for the 
offertory. Other music was played by Carol Ennis, a 
member of the Organ Guild of Buffalo.

Many thanks are extended to all the Pullman 
volunteers who helped make the morning a success. 
Look for more coverage of the event on the 
OrleansHub.com website.
 
   

Pastoral Care
  
You are encouraged to contact Pastor Lee Richards 
when experiencing difficulties. Lee can be reached at 
(585) 454-9450, or on his cell at (585) 729-8167, or by 
email at:  pastor.lee.richards@gmail.com

Pullman Memorial Universalist Church
PO Box 87  ~ 10 East Park Street, Albion, NY 14411 
Editor:  pmuc.albion@gmail.com  
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Masonry Work Accomplished

Local stone mason Neal Muscarella spent about two 
weeks making a number of much needed repairs to 
the church in early September. He made repairs to all 
three chimneys, pointed up walls that extend above 
the roof line, and reset the front steps and sidewalk 
stones.

Last year the top stone of the front steps - which had a 
piece broken off one corner - was repaired with grant 
funds from the Medina Sandstone Society. This year's 
work - the resetting of the steps - was covered by a St. 
Lawrence District Chalice Lighter grant.

Eye on the Board

Due to a schedule change for the board meeting, the 
minutes from September 20 have not been approved as 
of the time this newsletter goes to print. Please look for 
that info in next month's edition.

"PMUC Photo Album"
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 From left: Lauren Kirby, Karen Watt, Chris Watt, Brody Kirby, and Evan.
                  Karen is holding the Humanitarian Award plaque.

"Protesters Potluck" with marchers advocating for an end to the use of drones in warfare. 
      We hosted the group overnight, with Louise making a substantial breakfast for them in the morning.
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