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Minister Musings – by Lee Richards
Synchronicity* is a word I heard recently in describing a person’s experience of Pullman Memorial. It doesn’t
always happen but sometimes the variety of offerings (worship service, Gathering of Hearts & Minds, blog and
Facebook postings, potluck or social hour conversations) end up providing just the right thing for what a person
needs at that moment.
We bring our life experiences, and sometimes our “baggage,” to church in hopes of encountering something - an
idea or concept or relationship with another person - to make our lives better, or that helps explain what we’re
dealing with, or encourages us to carry on, or grows our understanding of how to be in the world. We come with
needs - spoken or unspoken - known or unknown - and sometimes the “planets align” so we gain from the
encounter.
It would be great if this happened every single time for every single person engaging with PMUC. I’m sure that is
an unreasonable expectation, but I do think it happens often enough that folks really come to value what our church
has to offer. And, the more you come to church or peruse our websites then the better the likelihood you will find at
least some of your spiritual needs being met.
The thing about our church is that no one is in this alone. No one must struggle alone. We are here to help one
another, to love one another, to help guide one another along our developing life paths. I think synchronicity
happens because we are more in tune with each other and therefore tend to speak more to the state of the moment.
It’s as if life is a sort of jigsaw puzzle and we all have some of the pieces but not the entire set. By getting together
regularly we can share our puzzle pieces with each other so that all might gain a clearer picture of the whole.
Come, share, experience, and learn with us. Your life can only become better.
--* Synchronicity: the simultaneous occurrence of events that appear significantly related but have no discernible
causal connection.

Service Schedule – Sunday at 11:00AM
Nov.2

Susan Daiss

Nov. 9
Nov. 16

Lee Richards
Luke Meyer

Nov. 23

Lee Richards

Nov. 30

Lee Richards

“Seismic Shifts:
“When the Grounding Stories of Our Lives Buckle Beneath Us”
“It’s never about what it’s about”
“Exploring the Burned Over District”
“Turkey Day: an homage to everything fowl”
Potluck Thanksgiving dinner after service.
“The Spirituality of Procrastination”
~ Childcare available during service times ~

This month’s special events include the “Halloween is Going to Hell” gala art show opening and
reception, “Friends Don’t Let Friends Date Friends” movie showing, and Thanksgiving potluck.
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Calendar stuff…
Wednesday, Oct. 29 – “A Gathering of Hearts & Minds” @ 7 pm. Gather for a light supper offering and watch a
full length movie with the minister featuring “Paper Clips” with discussion following.
Saturday, Nov. 1 – Art Show Opening… “Halloween is Going to Hell: From Saints to Spooks.” 7-10 pm. 60
original framed, Victorian-era prints depicting saints. Talks by Father George Heyman and Bill Lattin. Music on the
piano, organ, and guitar. Reception catered by the Crooked Door. This will be a grand affair! More info and tickets
at pullmantickets.com
Sunday, Nov. 2 – “Seismic Shifts: When the Grounding Stories of Our Lives Buckle Beneath Us” worship service
@ 11 am with Susan Daiss. What are the defining stories in your life? The stories that define how you see the
world and your place in it? Stories that are unassailably true! No question, until…. Cultures, communities, families
all have foundational stories that are essential to their structure and functioning. They are so basic that they are
often invisible, until something changes and the underpinnings of their worldview–their defining stories– are
exposed. As you listen to the stories of others - some of legend, some from the local press - think if you have ever
experienced such a seismic shift in your life. There will be a time in the service to share your stories.
Monday, Nov. 3 – Fundraising committee meets @ 5 pm (planning for next Pullman Pourings)
Monday, Nov. 3 – Potluck supper @ 6:30 pm. The best potluck in Albion! Always good food and conversation.
Wednesday, Nov. 5 – “A Gathering of Hearts & Minds” @ 7 pm. Gather for a light supper offering and discussion.
Current events topic will be putting ebola into perspective.
Saturday, Nov. 8 – Movie showing: “Friends Don’t Let Friends Date Friends” at 7 pm. Locally filmed, including a
wedding scene on location in Pullman’s sanctuary. Includes director’s talk and special “short” zombie movie!
Tickets are $9, or $7 for seniors/students and available at Bindings Bookstore or here.
Sunday, Nov. 9 – Finance committee meets @ 10 am.
Sunday, Nov. 9 – “It’s never about what it’s about” worship service @ 11 am with Lee Richards. From politics to
religion to interpersonal relationships – when something seems “off” or out of character then there is usually more
to the story than is immediately obvious.
Sunday, Nov. 9 – Membership committee meets @ 12:30 pm.
Sunday, Nov. 9 – Orleans County Genealogical Society meets @ 7 pm.
Wednesday, Nov. 12 – “A Gathering of Hearts & Minds” @ 7 pm. Gather for a light supper offering and
discussion. The spirituality topic is gratitude.
Sunday, Nov. 16 – Board of trustees meets @ 9 am.
Sunday, Nov. 16 – “Exploring the Burned Over District” (Chautauqua Sunday) worship service @ 11 am with Luke
Meyer. Western and central New York were a hotbed of religious fervor in the 1800’s, with many congregations of
various denominations begun and buildings erected. Luke will share about his recent visits to some of these sacred
sites.
Wednesday, Nov. 19 – “A Gathering of Hearts & Minds” @ 7 pm. Gather for a light supper offering and
discussion. Our pop culture topic this week is “low culture” or “trash culture” – the opposite of high culture. Think
“guilty pleasures” like reality TV, kitsch art, or romance novels, for examples.
Sunday, Nov. 23 – “Turkey Day: an homage to everything fowl” worship service @ 11 am with Lee Richards,
followed by Potluck Thanksgiving dinner @ noon.
Tuesday, Nov. 25 - deadline for submissions to the December newsletter. Send to: pmuc.albion@gmail.com
Wednesday, Nov. 26 – NO Gathering this week.
Sunday, Nov. 30 – “The Spirituality of Procrastination” worship service @ 11 am with Lee Richards. I’ve put off
this topic long enough! It’s time to address the guilt and frustration of a very common phenomenon.
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Come Early, Stay Late
Having a quick bagel and coffee ready to grab on a Sunday morning can sometimes make the difference
in deciding to roll out of bed and show up at church. So come a few minutes early, get a bite, and then
stay after the service for our usual social hour. We’d love to see you at church!

Special Collection
We raised $825.00 during our worship services on 9/28 and 10/5 to help one of our young members (and
Jedi Knight in training) Tyler Orr. Tyler needs a specially trained service dog to alert him of high or low
blood sugar events that could lead to seizures and, if untreated, even death. This amount helped the family
meet the “down payment” goal and the Orrs are very grateful for our church’s loving donation and
support.

Bereavement Support Group
Like programs often do, this group has run its course and no longer fills a need so it’s been brought to a
close. Pastor Lee still remains available for short-term pastoral counseling.

Own a piece of original Pullman history
In limited supply! Jim Hobbs has donated a
lot of time and skill to restoring the few
remaining two-seater folding loveseats that
were neglected in our basement for years.
These beautiful wooden chairs with newly
upholstered seats are no longer made so
when they’re gone, they’re gone. They
make great conversation starters - when
your friends and relatives see one at your
home or office you can tell them all about
the generosity of George Pullman in
erecting and outfitting our church! Get one
while you can - only $150 each - with funds
going toward our restoration project.

Dedicate a Hymnal
We now have several new copies of Singing the Living Tradition available for “memorializing.” For a
mere $50 you can have a personalized bookplate placed in the front of a book and know that you are
helping augment our restoration funds at the same time. See Louise or Lee to arrange for your dedication.

Wednesday Evening GATHERING of Hearts & Minds
Our “Ministry of Ideas” program will present a topic for discussion each Wednesday at 7 pm. In general,
first Wednesdays will focus on a current events issue, the second on some aspect of spirituality or
philosophy, the third on pop culture, and the fourth is a “wild card” where the evening’s topic is up to the
audience. The success of Wild Card Wednesdays will depend on attendees bringing something they’d like
to share with others for a more in-depth discussion. A light supper is also offered. Check the detailed
listings on page two for November’s topics.
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Pullman Gift Shop
Christmas cards are here! Looking for a special gift? Notecards and posters, t-shirts and sweatshirts,
antique and vintage glassware, Pullman porter uniform buttons, totebags, bumper stickers, hand-crafted
jewelry and Pullman loveseats are available now. Check out our “wee shoppe” for your gift-giving needs.

DOWN THE STAIRS RECYCLING!
Return-for-deposit bottles and cans, plus assorted metals, help generate additional funds for the church.
Bins for these items are at the foot of the stairs between the kitchen and dining hall doors. Clean, washed
metal objects may be mixed, but please separate aluminum from the rest. SPECIAL INCENTIVE!
Debby Rodriguez has offered to match the amount received from the scrap metal recycling center every
month that the total is $10 or higher.

Electronic Donations & Automatic Pledges
Our website pullmanmemorialdonations.com offers several choices for making financial contributions to
our mission. Drop-down menus provide a variety of monthly and weekly automatic options. Alternatively,
you can make one-time donations in any amount, learn where to send a check, or inquire about planned
giving. All major credit cards are accepted, or you can fund your contribution with a bank transfer or a
PayPal account.
Of course, cash and checks still work OK, too. The offering plate will continue to circulate during a
Sunday service to provide an opportunity for “instant wallet withdrawals." But if you prefer to plan ahead
and pay online then please check out our donations webpage.
NEW! If you have a smartphone then check out our electronic “virtual offering plate.” Look for the QR
code on the back of Sunday programs and do a quick scan. You’ll be whisked to a special donation page
where you can easily make a donation online.

Eye on the Board
The special congregational meeting approved the bylaws amendments and sale of Comcast holdings. Our
special collections raised $825 for the Orr family to receive a diabetic dog. Other fundraising events
include the recent Albion Shopping Tour, upcoming Halloween/All Saints Day art opening, and the winetasting next March. We’ve been informed to expect a “thank you” donation check for making our building
available during the “Save the Nursing Home” project.
The children’s religious education program has been very well received. Darrell may apply for a grant to
help promote and supplement the program, perhaps even extending it for adults. Rich is planning to
produce one or more promotional videos for the church in the near future.
Estimates from multiple contractors are being sought for lining the parlor chimney and making roof
repairs. The board held an executive session to consider a contract proposal from the Crawford & Stearns
architectural firm. Complete minutes available upon request.
Pastoral Care
You are encouraged to contact Pastor Lee when experiencing difficulties. Lee can be reached at 585-4549450, or on his cell at 585-729-8167, or at his a toll-free number: 877-265-1709. Lee is also available for
home and hospital visits.
Looking for the Joys & Concerns or Pullman Plaudits columns?
These items will now appear as an additional supplement sent only to members.
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