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Minister Musings – by Lee Richards

March. What a name for a month! I think of our stalwart congregation, ever marching onward from the 
distant past into the future. This August marks 125 years since the official founding of the congregation. No matter 
how you slice it, that's a long time, and it's a lot of people who have marched in through our doors.

What gives an organization that kind of longevity? I'd say first and foremost it's the message, or mission. 
Universalism offered - still offers - freedom from fear about an eternal afterlife in Hell. No other Protestant 
denomination goes that far - they all still cling to the idea that people need the threat of Hell in order to behave 
properly in this life.

How would one avoid spending an eternity in Hell? What would proper behavior look like? Well, that's 
where it gets complicated because they all have their own interpretations and twists on "The Rules." Confess your 
sins to God, accept Jesus as your Savior, follow the ten commandments, or the instructions in the sermon on mount; 
eat this, don't eat that; treat your wife one way and your slave another; tithe your income; testify your faith to 
others; on and on and on. There is no end to the proscriptions one must follow for achieving Heaven.

Universalists - then and now - believe in the power of Love. A loving God would never commit anyone to 
an eternity of Hell for their human failings. That simple message of Love still strikes many people in the 21st 
century as radical, as heresy, as impossible to believe. Our country's culture does an amazing job of convincing 
folks that we are all sinful, born with Evil in our hearts, and lost to God unless we collapse on our knees and beg 
forgiveness. THAT message rings loud and clear; OUR message is only faintly heard because not enough of us are 
willing to shout it out.

Yet, as time marches on, so do we. Steadfast to the cause of truth and love. We may be small in number but 
we are big in what counts - a winning message. I encourage you all to challenge others around you in your life to 
consider that God's love is big enough to accept us in our humanness and to "give us a pass" when we die. Maybe 
you might even invite them to attend a service at Pullman to hear more good news. 

 
Turn to page 3 for a special announcement

 
 

Service Schedule – Sunday at 11:00AM
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Feb. 28 Lee Richards "Ask Not" + Breakfast with the Minister (10 am)

Mar. 6 Susan Daiss "Borrowed Wisdom: A meditation on the richness within 
Singing the Living Tradition"

Mar. 13 Lee Richards "When rose-colored glasses go dark"
Mar. 20 Melissa Ierlan "History? Who Needs History?" (Chautauqua Sunday) 
Mar. 27 Lee Richards "Surprise!" + Easter Sunday Communion



Calendar stuff in more detail…
 
Sunday, Feb. 28 – Breakfast with the Minister @ 10 am. “When you wake up in the morning, Pooh,” said Piglet at 
last, “what’s the first thing you say to yourself?” “What’s for breakfast?” said Pooh. “What do you say, Piglet?” “I 
say, I wonder what’s going to happen exciting today?” said Piglet. Pooh nodded thoughtfully. “It’s the same thing,” 
he said.” (A.A. Milne)  Come, eat, get excited before today’s service.

Sunday, Feb. 28 –  “Ask Not” worship service @ 11 am with Lee Richards. To paraphrase a famous quote: Ask not 
what Pullman can do for you, ask what you can do for your church. “Doing church” is a two-way street – we both 
give and get a variety of Life aspects from interacting with a faith community, which we’ll take a closer look at.

Sunday, Mar. 6 - "Borrowed Wisdom: A meditation on the richness within Singing the Living Tradition" worship 
service @ 11 am with Susan Daiss. Beneath the  unassuming grey binding of our hymnal is a treasury of music and 
readings  that shape our weekly services. This service will explore what this exceptional gathering of resources 
reminds us of about the diversity of our UU heritage.

Monday, Mar. 7 – Fundraising committee meets @ 5 pm.

Monday, Mar. 7 – Potluck supper @ 6:30 pm. Good food and conversation.

Sunday, Mar. 13 – “When rose-colored glasses go dark” worship service @ 11 am with Lee Richards. We looked at 
how confirmation bias can affect one’s viewpoint in January, now we’ll look at how negativity bias affects our 
perspective on life – what it does to us, how we then act with others, and what can be done about it.

Sunday, March 13 – Program at First Unitarian, Rochester: "Death with Dignity: Compassionate or Unethical?" @ 
2 pm. Interfaith IMPACT presents a forum on this sensitive, thought provoking and complex issue. Location: 220 
S. Winton Road, Rochester, NY. Read more in the article on page 4.

Saturday, Mar. 19 – Pullman Pourings Wine Tasting event, from 7 – 9 pm. Shaping up to be even bigger and better 
than last year! In addition to local wineries, there will be new food vendors, plus locally-made wine-related 
merchandise. Silent auction. Live music. This is your opportunity to raise a glass to Pullman and also add to our 
coffers for building restoration work. Tickets are $20 each, or two for $30. More information at pullmantickets.com

Sunday, Mar. 20 – Board of Trustees meets @ 9 am.

Sunday, Mar. 20 – “History? Who Needs History?” (Chautauqua Sunday) worship service @ 11 am with Melissa 
Ierlan, Clarendon historian. Whether we are aware of it or not, we are, today, a culmination of our history. A look at 
how the past informs the present.

Friday, Mar. 25 – deadline for submissions to the April newsletter. Send to: pmuc.albion@gmail.com

Sunday, Mar. 27 – “Surprise!” Easter Sunday worship service with communion @ 11 am with Lee Richards. Never 
underestimate the Power of God and His unique sense of humor.

Thursday, Mar. 31 – Last day to submit recipes for the fundraising cookbook. Send to pmuc.albion@gmail.com, or 
postal mail to PO Box 87, Albion, NY 14411.

Sunday, April 24 – Annual Congregational Meeting @ noon. Lunch provided.
  
Come Early, Stay Late
 

Having a quick bagel and coffee ready to grab on a Sunday morning can sometimes make the difference in 
deciding to roll out of bed and show up at church. So come a few minutes early, get a bite, and then stay after the 
service for our usual social hour. We’d love to see you at church!
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Special Announcement

From Betty Knight, on behalf of the Board of Trustees:

On February 21st Pastor Lee Richards submitted his resignation to the board, effective May 31st.  Pastor 
Lee has served the Pullman church for the past five years.  During that time he and his wife, Louise, have led the 
church's efforts to become known as a vibrant part of the Albion community.  The many personal connections that 
they have made within Orleans County have resulted in the church partaking in a variety of local events, many 
aimed at serving the needy of the community.

Within the church itself, Pastor Lee's pulpit program has evolved so that there are services every Sunday, 
all year long.  Services range from spiritual messages to practical matters such as what to do when someone has 
symptoms of a heart attack.  Local and regional speakers have added to our enlightenment.  Additionally, pastoral 
care to individual members has been a key part of Pastor Lee's role.

There are so many other things that the church has accomplished during Pastor Lee's time with us.  Too 
many to list in this simple message.

While the board recognizes that any change in leadership presents a challenge, we regretfully accept Pastor 
Lee's decision that it is time to make a change.  There will be discussion and decisions that need to be made by the 
board and the congregation over the next few months.  The board will have the support of the Unitarian 
Universalist Association's regional representative during this transition.  I encourage any member who has 
questions to speak with one of the trustees or with Lee.  I also encourage all interested persons to attend the Annual 
Meeting on April 24th.

From Pastor Lee:

It was, of course, a difficult decision for me to retire from Pullman's pastorate. What helped me - and I 
offer here because it may help you as well - is the knowledge that there is never an ideal moment for a minister to 
leave a church. The "job" of ministry is never-ending. There will always be projects started but unfinished, other 
programs that never got off the drawing board, sermon ideas that were never developed, and pastoral care needs 
that continue, or that arise unexpectedly. 

Truly, there is never an ideal time to say goodbye when the minister still cares deeply for the congregation, 
and there are many in the congregation who would wish him stay. Yet every minister is faced with having to close 
that door behind him (or her) at some point, whether he served only a year, or 20 years, and the one "saving grace" 
that helps him to do so is the knowledge that the church is so much more than the minister (whoever is in that role). 
The church will continue - maybe somewhat altered in membership and course of direction - but it will continue 
nonetheless.

So let us make the best of the time we have remaining over the next three months to transition. Pullman 
Memorial Universalist Church will continue - like I said - but it will also benefit from your help and commitment. 
Make, and fulfill, a pledge. Offer ideas to your board trustees about what could, or should, happen next. Step up 
and volunteer for fundraising efforts, workbees, and any other opportunities you see to be involved. And when the 
time comes at the end of May, we'll all say goodbye, and start the next chapter of our lives.
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"Death with Dignity: Compassionate or 
Unethical?"

Sunday, March 13 @ 2 pm – Program at First 
Unitarian, Rochester. Interfaith IMPACT of NYS 
(IINYS) presents a forum on this sensitive, thought 
provoking and complex issue. Four states have passed 
laws allowing medical assistance to end one’s own 
life. A New York State Senator proposed that New 
York be the fifth, but there are serious aspects to 
consider before a law is passed. Our esteemed 
panelists bring knowledge and experiences from 
professional and personal perspectives that will give 
you information you may not know or may not have 
considered. This is a rare opportunity to bring these 
four people together to present this "not to be missed" 
program. There will be a Q and A following all of the 
panelists’ formal remarks. The speakers are Corrine 
Carey, New York State Campaign Director, 
Compassion & Choices; Diane Coleman, President 
and CEO of Not Dead Yet; J.J. Hanson President of 
Patients Rights Action Fund: and Timothy E. Quill, 
MD, Thomas and Georgia Gosnell Distinguished 
Professor in Palliative Care at the University of 
Rochester School of Medicine and Dentistry. 
Location: 220 S. Winton Road, Rochester, NY.

Member News

Art Show:  Rich Della Costa has an exhibit of his 
works at the Shoe Factory Art Co-op, Rm # 212, at 
250 N. Goodman St, Rochester. Two dates: March 4 
from 6-9 pm, and March 12 from noon to 4 pm. Read 
more about it here: 
http://theshoefactory.blogspot.com/2016/02/richard-
della-costa-spill-box.html 
 
Death:  Mrs. Dorothy E. (Winkley) Pratt, a former 
member of PMUC, passed away February 18th. 
Friends may call March 2 from 3 to 6 p.m. at Cooper 
Funeral Home, 215 W. Center St., Medina, where her 
memorial service will immediately follow at 6 p.m.
 
Death:  Stephen C. Beck, husband of member 
Monica Beck, died February 16th. A memorial service 
will be scheduled later.
 
Illness:  Jim Hobbs is reported to be hospitalized at 
Roswell Park Cancer Institute.

"Money is a tool of the sacred; money represents a 
‘divine interaction’ of values." - Rev. Douglas Taylor 

Pullman Pourings, round 3

Saturday, March 19, from 7 – 9 pm. Shaping up to be 
even bigger and better than last year! In addition to 
local wineries, there will be new food vendors, plus 
locally-made wine-related merchandise. Silent auction. 
Live music. This is your opportunity to raise a glass to 
Pullman and also add to our coffers for building 
restoration work. Tickets are $20 each, or two for $30. 
Advance purchase of tickets is recommended. 
Volunteers are needed to help with set-up and clean-up, 
as well as to help with various tasks during the evening 
- contact Betty Knight or email 
pmuc.albion@gmail.com
 
   

RECIPES NEEDED!

The fundraising committee will be assembling a 
cookbook for general sale. Marilyn Kilborn brought 
the project idea to the committee and the board has 
authorized the publication expense. The company that 
produces the books offers time-oriented discounts, so 
to take advantage of the best pricing we need to gather 
recipes ASAP. March 31 is the deadline so we'll have 
time to type them up for submission. The goal is a 
minimum of 150 recipes. Please bring your favorites 
typed or legibly written out to the church, or email 
them to pmuc.albion@gmail.com, or mail them to PO 
Box 87, Albion, NY 14411.

  

Pledge Time!

March is the time of year when members are asked to 
make a financial commitment to support the work of 
the church for the next fiscal year (which runs from 
April 1st to March 31st). Filling out a pledge card 
helps the finance committee and board of trustees to 
develop an operating budget for presentation at the 
annual meeting on April 24th. Pledge cards will be 
available at the church beginning Sunday, Feb. 28th. 
You may also request a form be sent to you via email 
or snail mail.

 

Pullman on Twitter

Go to Twitter.com and enter @PullmanMemorial (all 
one word) into the search bar then you'll be whisked to 
our page of tweets. Click "Follow" and then you can 
automatically get the latest news and information 
instantly messaged to you.
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Eye on the Board

From January minutes:  The board appointed Marilyn 
Kilborn to position of trustee, temporarily filling a 
vacancy until the next annual meeting (a position that 
normally expires in 2018). The annual meeting was 
scheduled for Sunday, April 24 at noon. 

The last payment of the NYSCU loan should be 
completed by the end of January. Some stock was 
sold to capture funds for operating expenses. The 
recommendations of the 2006 Endowment Committee 
Report were reaffirmed and will be enacted. 
Memberships for GoArt and the Albion Merchants 
Association will be continued. 

Fundraising: the upcoming wine tasting event, a 
PMUC cookbook, and possibly an "antiques 
roadshow" event with appraisers (like Dennis Seekins 
evaluating old books). Bill Lattin presented 
information he put together to illustrate the financial 
contributions of the minister; Pastor Lee responded 
that many people contribute greatly toward the church 
in numerous ways that usually go unrecognized.

Chairperson Betty Knight wants to assemble a master 
list of individuals who have church keys, passwords 
for accounts, and other information necessary for the 
security of the congregation. Bill Lattin raised the 
idea of forming a separate non-profit foundation to 
care for the building - there are pros and cons for the 
argument and additional research is necessary to see if 
the idea would be beneficial.
  
 

Pullman on Twitter

Go to Twitter.com and enter @PullmanMemorial (all 
one word) into the search bar then you'll be whisked 
to our page of tweets. Click "Follow" and then you 
can automatically get the latest news and information 
instantly messaged to you.
 
 

A transforming religious community does not ask 
the question “What do you believe?” but instead 

“How shall we live?” – Rev. Alan Taylor 

Electronic Donations & Automatic Pledges

Our website pullmanmemorialdonations.com offers 
several choices for making financial contributions to 
our mission. Drop-down menus provide a variety of 
monthly and weekly automatic options. Alternatively, 
you can make one-time donations in any amount, learn 
where to send a check, or inquire about planned 
giving. All major credit cards are accepted, or you can 
fund your contribution with a bank transfer or a PayPal 
account.

Of course, cash and checks still work OK, too. The 
offering plate will continue to circulate during a 
Sunday service to provide an opportunity for “instant 
wallet withdrawals." But if you prefer to plan ahead 
and pay online then please check out our donations 
webpage.

If you have a smartphone then check out our electronic 
“virtual offering plate.” Scan the QR code below. 
You’ll be whisked to a special donation page where 
you can easily make a donation online. 

   

 

 

Pastoral Care
 

Contact Pastor Lee Richards when you need a listening 
ear. Lee can be reached at (585) 454-9450, or email at:  
pastor.lee.richards@gmail.com 
  

Pullman Memorial Universalist Church
PO Box 87  ~ 10 East Park Street, Albion, NY 14411 
Editor:  pmuc.albion@gmail.com 
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