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Minister Musings – by Lee Richards

2016. The first of our two 125th anniversary years has arrived. This year, in the summer of 1891, the 
congregation known as Pullman Memorial Universalist Church was officially formed and registered. Four years 
later there was an actual church building to go with the name, but in the meantime, Universalists in Albion met for 
Sunday services in the courthouse and dreamed of the day they'd have their own house of worship.

125 years later and this congregation still 
dreams about future events. We dream about 
melting people's hearts with Love - maybe by 
using Logic to soften their brains (by challenging 
their biases). We dream of a true brotherhood and 
sisterhood of all humankind. We dream of still 
being here - in this beautiful pile of [pink 
sandstone] rocks - in another 125 years.

We dream of all sorts of possibilities and 
know that each new year is pregnant with them. 
Yet what I really appreciate about Unitarian Universalists is that we are not only dreamers but we are doers. We 
know that hopes and dreams alone are not enough on their own but they need action behind them. So we act. With 
Love, Logic, and Laughter.

Hey, have you heard the one - "A funny thing happened to me on the way to salvation…"? 
 



"You are the light of the world! But if that light is under a bushel, 
Brrr, it's lost something kind of crucial. You got to stay bright to be the light of the world."

   

- om Godspell's "Light of the World"

 

Service Schedule – Sunday at 11:00AM
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Dec. 27 Lee Richards "Reboot, restart, and one more time"
Jan. 3 Susan Daiss "The well-earned rest"
Jan. 10 Lee Richards "Finding your inner core"
Jan. 17 Dr. Julianne Hazen "Muslims, Sufis and the Islamic State" (Chautauqua Sunday) 
Jan. 24 Lee Richards "Gamblers, Liars & Thieves"
Jan. 31 Lee Richards "Finding Religion in the Stars"



Calendar stuff in more detail…
 
Sunday, Dec. 27 – “Reboot, restart, and one more time” worship service @ 11 am with Lee Richards. End of one 
year, beginning of another – it’s a good time to begin again, get a fresh perspective, learn from the past but launch 
into the future fully engaged. Every day we start over, but do you do it with awareness and intent?

Sunday, Jan. 3 – “The well-earned rest” worship service @ 11 am with Susan Daiss. In yoga they call it Shavasana, 
the well-earned rest at the beginning and the closing of each practice, that many say is the most important yoga 
pose of all. As we near the close of the holiday season, this service will offer a time for reflection on the individual 
and collective need for rest in our often too, too busy lives.

Monday, Jan. 4 – Fundraising committee meets @ 5 pm.

Monday, Jan. 4 – Potluck supper @ 6:30 pm. Good food and conversation.

Sunday, Jan. 10 – “Finding your inner core” worship service @ 11 am with Lee Richards. How do you know that 
you really care about something? Discovering what really matters in your life, and then doing something about it.

Sunday, Jan. 17 – Board of trustees meets @ 9 am.

Sunday, Jan. 17 – “Muslims, Sufis and the Islamic State” worship service (Chautauqua Sunday) @ 11 am with Dr. 
Julianne Hazen, professor of religion at Niagara University.

Sunday, Jan. 24 – “Gamblers, Liars & Thieves” worship service @ 11 am with Lee Richards. No, we’re not talking 
about politicians in an election year, but about the effect of Truth (with a capital “t”) on the soul.

Monday, Jan. 25 – deadline for submissions to the Feb. newsletter. Send to: pmuc.albion@gmail.com

Sunday, Jan. 31 – “Finding Religion in the Stars” worship service @ 11 am with Lee Richards. Apollo astronauts 
were the first humans to see Earth for what it is – the beautiful, and solitary, home for humankind with no political 
boundaries. Awed by the sight of the Earth from afar and by the Moon up close, God was on their minds. Now, 
we’ve “visited” every planet, seen Pluto in color, roamed around parts of Mars, and have an “ambassador” who has 
left the solar system. Are we any closer to God?

Monday, Feb. 1 – Fundraising committee meets @ 5 pm.

Monday, Feb. 1 – Potluck supper @ 6:30 pm. Good food and conversation.
  
Come Early, Stay Late
  
Having a quick bagel and coffee ready to grab on a Sunday morning can sometimes make the difference in 
deciding to roll out of bed and show up at church. So come a few minutes early, get a bite, and then stay after the 
service for our usual social hour. We’d love to see you at church!

   
UNDER THE SINK RECYCLING!
 
Return-for-deposit bottles and cans, plus assorted metals,
help generate additional funds for the church. Bins for 
these items are under the kitchen sink. Clean, washed 
metal objects may be mixed, but please separate aluminum
from the rest.
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Eye on the Board

From November minutes:  The trustees reaffirmed the 
membership policy adopted earlier this year. After 
much discussion, they also decided to gather further 
financial information before deciding on an approach 
for working with the endowment. The Christmas Gift 
Fair fundraiser will be hosted on two Saturdays in 
December. 

Special Congregational Meeting 

As reported here last month, the board anticipated 
calling a special meeting in January. As of the time 
this newsletter is going to press, the date for such a 
meeting has not been set. Your trustees are still 
carefully looking at our financial circumstances and 
have not yet determined if there will be need for 
calling a meeting. Congregational members will be 
notified directly if a meeting is scheduled.

Pictures from Christmas Gift Fair

Christmas Gift Fair

Our first "Double Down" Gift Fairs (back-to-back 
Saturdays in December) were a success. All reports are 
that the vendors were satisfied and most, if not all, 
would return next December.

Many Pullman Plaudits go out to Marilyn Kilborn for 
the idea, inspiration and execution, and to Betty 
Knight, Bill Lattin, John & Julie Andrews, and Louise 
Richards for helping being elves. Oh, and especially to 
"Peace Santa" (Jim Knight) for luring people in off the 
street. Thanks also go to area businesses that assisted: 
Watt Farm, Tim Horton's, Dunkin Donuts, Walmart, 
and Tops Market.    
 
   

Electronic Donations & Automatic Pledges

Our website pullmanmemorialdonations.com offers 
several choices for making financial contributions to 
our mission. Drop-down menus provide a variety of 
monthly and weekly automatic options. Alternatively, 
you can make one-time donations in any amount, learn 
where to send a check, or inquire about planned 
giving. All major credit cards are accepted, or you can 
fund your contribution with a bank transfer or a PayPal 
account.

Of course, cash and checks still work OK, too. The 
offering plate will continue to circulate during a 
Sunday service to provide an opportunity for “instant 
wallet withdrawals." But if you prefer to plan ahead 
and pay online then please check out our donations 
webpage.

If you have a smartphone then check out our electronic 
“virtual offering plate.” Scan the QR code below. 
You’ll be whisked to a special donation page where 
you can easily make a donation online. 

   

 

Pullman Memorial Universalist Church
PO Box 87  ~ 10 East Park Street, Albion, NY 14411 
Editor:  pmuc.albion@gmail.com  
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Bacchus & Betty Wine Notes

Have you been following the Bacchus & Betty blog 
on our church website? Our wine connoisseurs have 
been filling in the gap between our annual wine 
tasting events with news and information of interest 
about area wines and vintners.

In addition to pointing the way to some great tasting 
wines, they offer info on climate change, the effects 
of fracking and gas storage on vineyards, how to 
prepare for a party, collecting wines, aromas, and 
more. As a bonus, most of the articles are illustrated 
with pix.

Bookmark this page and check in regularly for some 
great tips to help you enjoy the vino...

http://pullmanmemorial.org/wine-tasting/  

Pastoral Care
 

You are encouraged to contact Pastor Lee Richards 
when experiencing difficulties. Lee can be reached at 
(585) 454-9450, or by email at:  
pastor.lee.richards@gmail.com  
    

Headline News: Pullman joins Twitter and Tweets

To increase our social media presence and reach out to 
a wider audience, @PullmanMemorial is now "a 
thing." If you go to Twitter.com and enter 
@PullmanMemorial (all one word) into the search bar 
then you'll be whisked to our page of tweets. Click 
"Follow" and then you can automatically get the latest 
news and information instantly messaged to you.
 
 

Building News

Damaged gutters and downspouts were recently 
replaced, and new catch drains installed to help 
manage the runoff.
 
 

Picture from the Halloween Book Signing Event

Bill Lattin is honored by Melissa Ierlan with a costume 
proclaiming the significance of another historical 
book. The sign reads: 

On this spot Oct 31, 2015 Bill Lattin former historian 
launched new book titled Halloween Pictures & Pranks  

Melissa, herself a historian, has been restoring old 
highway markers throughout the county. 
   

“There are only two things over which we have
control in our lives: our attention and our attitude.” 

 

– Alison Wohler, UU minister
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