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Minister Musings – by Lee Richards

Ask someone what is memorable about the month of February and most will reply "Valentine's Day." I, on 
the other hand, more often think of Groundhog Day. Not the Punxsutawney Phil seeing his shadow kind of 
Groundhog Day, but the Bill Murray movie where he keeps living the same day over and over until he gets it right.

In some ways, I think every day we awaken
we're given a chance for a do-over, a chance to make
some change in one's life - even if only a minor
change - in order to get better at being a human,
better at interacting with others, and better with the
environment. Indeed, if we don't make some effort to
do at least one thing differently then we're as trapped
in a deja vu, recycled world as if we're a Bill Murray
clone.

When I started writing this musing a week
ago I wasn't sure where it would go. Now I know.
Today I sadly report the death of our church member
John Andrews. He will not have any more do-overs in this life, and his sudden passing should be a reminder to us 
all that no-one knows the number of his, or her, days.

I urge the readers of this newsletter to relish each day they wake, and to make the most of life. Time flows 
in only one direction, which means the past is forever behind us and we must let go of it. What's done is done, but 
there is still a world of possibilities ahead. Please, make the most of the time you've been granted. Enjoy life. Focus 
on things that bring positivity, enlightenment, joy, laughter, and wisdom. Abandon anything that drags you down, 
and engage in the things that are uplifting.

I've no doubt John would say the same thing, although he'd say it funnier with his wonderful sense of 
humor.      (John's memorial service will be at Pullman church on Saturday, Jan. 30th at 1 pm)

 
 

Service Schedule – Sunday at 11:00AM
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Jan. 31 Lee Richards "Finding Religion in the Stars"
Feb. 7 Don Reidell "Seeing is Believing"
Feb. 14 Lee Richards "The Unloved"
Feb. 21 Rich DellaCosta "The Peace Corps Experience" (Chautauqua Sunday) 
Feb. 28 Lee Richards "Ask Not" + Breakfast with the Minister (10 am)



Calendar stuff in more detail…
 
Saturday, Jan. 30 – John Andrews' memorial service @ 1 pm. Reception follows in the social hall.

Sunday, Jan. 31 – "Finding Religion in the Stars" worship service @ 11 am with Lee Richards. Apollo astronauts 
were the first humans to see Earth for what it is – the beautiful, and solitary, home for humankind with no political 
boundaries. Awed by the sight of the Earth from afar and by the Moon up close, God was on their minds. Now, 
we’ve "visited" every planet, seen Pluto in color, roamed around parts of Mars, and have an "ambassador" who has 
left the solar system. Are we any closer to God?

Monday, Feb. 1 – Fundraising committee meets @ 5 pm.

Monday, Feb. 1 – Potluck supper @ 6:30 pm. Always good food and conversation.

Sunday, Feb. 7 – "Seeing is Believing" worship service @ 11 am with Don Reidell. Do we REALLY always find 
the truth in what we see?

Sunday, Feb. 14 – "The Unloved" worship service @ 11 am with Lee Richards. Not everyone in our society "feels 
the love." What is our responsibility for the unloved?

Sunday, Feb. 21 – Board of Trustees meets @ 9 am.

Sunday, Feb. 21 – "The Peace Corps Experience" (Chautauqua Sunday) worship service @ 11 am with Rich 
DellaCosta.

Thursday, Feb. 25 – deadline for submissions to the March newsletter. Send to: pmuc.albion@gmail.com

Sunday, Feb. 28 – Breakfast with the Minister @ 10 am. "When you wake up in the morning, Pooh," said Piglet at 
last, "what’s the first thing you say to yourself?" "What’s for breakfast?" said Pooh. "What do you say, Piglet?" "I 
say, I wonder what’s going to happen exciting today?" said Piglet. Pooh nodded thoughtfully. "It’s the same thing," 
he said." (A.A. Milne)  Come, eat, and get excited before today’s service.

Sunday, Feb. 28 –  "Ask Not" worship service @ 11 am with Lee Richards. To paraphrase a famous quote: Ask not 
what Pullman can do for you, ask what you can do for your church. "Doing church" is a two-way street – we both 
give and get a variety of Life aspects from interacting with a faith community, which we’ll take a closer look at 
today.

Sunday, March 13 – Program at First Unitarian, Rochester: "Death with Dignity: Compassionate or Unethical?" @ 
2 pm. Interfaith IMPACT presents a forum on this sensitive, thought provoking and complex issue. Location: 220 
S. Winton Road, Rochester, NY. Read more in the article on page 3.

Saturday, March 19 – Pullman Pourings Wine Tasting event, from 7 – 9 pm. Shaping up to be even bigger and 
better than last year! In addition to local wineries, there will be new food vendors, plus locally-made wine-related 
merchandise. Silent auction. Live music. This is your opportunity to raise a glass to Pullman and also add to our 
coffers for building restoration work. Tickets are $20 each, or two for $30, available at pullmantickets.com
  
Come Early, Stay Late
  
Having a quick bagel and coffee ready to grab on a Sunday morning can sometimes make the difference in 
deciding to roll out of bed and show up at church. So come a few minutes early, get a bite, and then stay after the 
service for our usual social hour. We’d love to see you at church!

   
UNDER THE SINK RECYCLING!
 
Return-for-deposit bottles and cans, plus assorted metals, help generate additional funds for the church. Bins for 
these items are under the kitchen sink. Clean, washed metal objects may be mixed, but please separate aluminum
from the rest.

Page 2 of 3



"Death with Dignity: Compassionate or 
Unethical?"

Sunday, March 13 @ 2 pm – Program at First 
Unitarian, Rochester. Interfaith IMPACT of NYS 
(IINYS) presents a forum on this sensitive, thought 
provoking and complex issue. Four states have passed 
laws allowing medical assistance to end one’s own 
life. A New York State Senator proposed that New 
York be the fifth, but there are serious aspects to 
consider before a law is passed. Our esteemed 
panelists bring knowledge and experiences from 
professional and personal perspectives that will give 
you information you may not know or may not have 
considered. This is a rare opportunity to bring these 
four people together to present this "not to be missed" 
program. There will be a Q and A following all of the 
panelists’ formal remarks. The speakers are Corrine 
Carey, New York State Campaign Director, 
Compassion & Choices; Diane Coleman, President 
and CEO of Not Dead Yet; J.J. Hanson President of 
Patients Rights Action Fund: and Timothy E. Quill, 
MD, Thomas and Georgia Gosnell Distinguished 
Professor in Palliative Care at the University of 
Rochester School of Medicine and Dentistry. 
Location: 220 S. Winton Road, Rochester, NY.

Eye on the Board

From December minutes:  Darrell Dyke informed the 
trustees about UU-UNO and was then appointed as 
our envoy. Decision made to move our accounting 
program to an online version. The board authorized 
capturing an amount up to $5000 from our stock 
assets. Christmas bonus amounts for "employees" 
were determined. The organ was tuned. Downspouts 
and new drainage completed. The vendors were 
reported as satisfied with the Christmas Gift Fair. 

Pullman on Twitter

Go to Twitter.com and enter @PullmanMemorial (all 
one word) into the search bar then you'll be whisked 
to our page of tweets. Click "Follow" and then you 
can automatically get the latest news and information 
instantly messaged to you.

Pastoral Care
 

Contact Pastor Lee Richards when you need a 
listening ear. Lee can be reached at (585) 454-9450, 
or email at:  pastor.lee.richards@gmail.com  

Pullman Pourings, round 3

Saturday, March 19, from 7 – 9 pm. Shaping up to be 
even bigger and better than last year! In addition to 
local wineries, there will be new food vendors, plus 
locally-made wine-related merchandise. Silent auction. 
Live music. This is your opportunity to raise a glass to 
Pullman and also add to our coffers for building 
restoration work. Tickets are $20 each, or two for $30. 
Advance purchase of tickets is recommended. [FYI - if 
you attended this event last year then you'll be getting 
a special invitation in the mail to come early and enjoy 
a free preview VIP hour.]
 
   

Electronic Donations & Automatic Pledges

Our website pullmanmemorialdonations.com offers 
several choices for making financial contributions to 
our mission. Drop-down menus provide a variety of 
monthly and weekly automatic options. Alternatively, 
you can make one-time donations in any amount, learn 
where to send a check, or inquire about planned 
giving. All major credit cards are accepted, or you can 
fund your contribution with a bank transfer or a PayPal 
account.

Of course, cash and checks still work OK, too. The 
offering plate will continue to circulate during a 
Sunday service to provide an opportunity for “instant 
wallet withdrawals." But if you prefer to plan ahead 
and pay online then please check out our donations 
webpage.

If you have a smartphone then check out our electronic 
“virtual offering plate.” Scan the QR code below. 
You’ll be whisked to a special donation page where 
you can easily make a donation online. 

   

 

Pullman Memorial Universalist Church
PO Box 87  ~ 10 East Park Street, Albion, NY 14411 
Editor:  pmuc.albion@gmail.com  
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