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Minister Musings – by Lee Richards

Life cycles. Are you prepared for death? Perhaps the better question - are you prepared for life? 

Spring is here and the crocus are pushing their way skyward. There is a sense of renewal in the air, of 
change. The dark hours of winter are behind us, the growing hours of light beckon us, encourage us, to come out of 
our "hibernation" and engage with the soil, the birds, the lake, and most of all - with each other.

It's very easy to "hole up" during the cold months, delaying venturing outside unless absolutely necessary. 
But with rising temps the blood also rises. The moment is ripe for possibilities to again be in the world, and interact 
with fellow travelers in life. But are you prepared?

Many, maybe most, of us make plans for when we'll die. We compose last will and testaments, fill out our 
advance directives, choose funeral plots, create legacies to leave behind for after we've shuffled off. And it's right to 
make these preparations. But do we put the same amount of attention into the time we'll be around prior to 
departure?

What if we planned to live - really LIVE - out our remaining years? I know a lot of people who have 
created bucket lists - things they want to do while they still can - but having made the list, they fail to take the next 
step and to schedule or structure their lives to make it happen. You want to visit the Grand Canyon, or surf at Big 
Sur, or write your novel. Well, when are you going to do those things, because the longer you delay the greater the 
chance you'll never get around to it.

Sure, spring follows winter, and summer follows spring - cycles of ever-renewing life and death continue 
no matter what. But for us humans - each passing year often means a slight loss of mobility, or decreased financial 
health to afford activities, or other demands on our time that seem more important than learning to sail or sampling 
chocolate-covered ants or whatever it is that you yearn to do.

So please, do prepare for your eventual death, but don't forget to also prepare to live. And then go do it so 
that when death stalks your door you'll have no regrets about missed opportunities. Sky-diving anyone?

 
Annual Congregational Meeting - Sunday, April 24 @ noon.

  
 

Service Schedule – Sunday at 11:00AM

Mar. 27 Lee Richards "Surprise!" + Easter Sunday Communion
Apr. 3 Don Reidell "The Deadly Game"
Apr. 10 Susan Daiss "The unconsidered faith of the crocus"
Apr. 17 John Rex "Bounded or Centered?" 
Apr. 24 Lee Richards "The times they are a changin' " + Annual Meeting



Calendar stuff in more detail…
 
Sunday, Mar. 27 – “Surprise!” Easter Sunday worship service with communion @ 11 am with Lee Richards. Never 
underestimate the Power of God and His unique sense of humor.

Sunday, Apr. 3 – “The Deadly Game” worship service @ 11 am with Don Reidell. Perhaps you have noticed 
society’s decline in civility.

Monday, Apr. 4 – Fundraising committee meets @ 5 pm.

Monday, Apr. 4 – Potluck supper @ 6:30 pm. Good food and conversation.

Sunday, Apr. 10 – “The unconsidered faith of the crocus: A Celebration of Spring in Western New York” worship 
service @ 11 am with Susan Daiss. Lynn Ungar’s poem “Breaking Ground” is a clear-eyed look at the reality of 
our long-anticipated spring when “the crocus bulb breaks ground/never knowing whether/snow or sun or ice/awaits 
in warm of jagged welcome.” This morning’s message takes the measure of this season in poetry–old and new.

Sunday, Apr. 17 – Board of Trustees meets @ 9 am.

Sunday, Apr. 17 – “Bounded or Centered” worship service @ 11 am with John Rex. While we Unitarian 
Universalists claim to have a “creedless faith,” we affirm and promote Purposes and Principles that some perceive 
as our creed.  Are they?

Sunday, Apr. 24 – “May God give you peace” worship service @ 11 am with Lee Richards. Did St. Francis hold the 
key to inner peace? Can just five simple words change the world into a better place?

Sunday, Apr. 24 – Annual Congregational Meeting @ noon. Lunch provided.

Monday, Apr. 25 – deadline for submissions to the May newsletter. Send to: pmuc.albion@gmail.com
  

RECIPES NEEDED!
 
The fundraising committee will be assembling a 
cookbook for general sale. Marilyn Kilborn brought 
the project idea to the committee and the board has 
authorized the publication expense. The company that 
produces the books offers time-oriented discounts, so 
to take advantage of the best pricing we need to 
gather recipes ASAP. March 31 is the deadline so 
we'll have time to type them up for submission. The 
goal is a minimum of 150 recipes. Please bring your 
favorites typed or legibly written out to the church, or 
email them to pmuc.albion@gmail.com, or mail them 
to PO Box 87, Albion, NY 14411.
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Earth Week @ First Universalist Rochester*
   

Apr. 15 @ 7 pm – "Growing Cities" documentary film 
about urban farming, w/ discussion

Apr. 19@ 7 pm – "Bidder 70" documentary film about 
a UU act of civil disobedience, w/ discussion

Apr. 21 @ 6 pm – "Cowspiracy" documentary film 
about animal agriculture, w/ discussion & panel to talk 
about organic farming and worker's rights

Apr. 23@ noon – Blessing of the animals worship 
service (outdoors, in Washington Square Park). Stuffed 
animals, as well as photographs showing pets of 
beloved memory, may also receive a blessing.

*First Universalist Rochester is located at 150 South 
Clinton Avenue.    



Eye on the Board

From January minutes:  The board appointed Marilyn 
Kilborn to position of trustee, temporarily filling a 
vacancy until the next annual meeting. The annual 
meeting was scheduled for Sunday, April 24 at noon. 

The last payment of the NYSCU loan should be 
completed by the end of January. Some stock was 
sold to capture funds for operating expenses. The 
recommendations of the 2006 Endowment Committee 
Report were reaffirmed and will be enacted. 
Memberships for GoArt and the Albion Merchants 
Association will be continued. 

Fundraising: the upcoming wine tasting event, a 
PMUC cookbook, and possibly an "antiques 
roadshow" event with appraisers (like Dennis Seekins 
evaluating old books). Bill Lattin presented 
information he put together to illustrate the financial 
contributions of the minister; Pastor Lee responded 
that many people contribute greatly toward the church 
in numerous ways that usually go unrecognized.

Chairperson Betty Knight wants to assemble a master 
list of individuals who have church keys, passwords 
for accounts, and other information necessary for the 
security of the congregation. Bill Lattin raised the 
idea of forming a separate non-profit foundation to 
care for the building - there are pros and cons for the 
argument and additional research is necessary to see if
the idea would be beneficial.
   
 

Member News

Alan Nugent’s brother, Brian, passed away on Friday, 
March 18th. He was 80 years old and had resided in a 
local nursing home for about 3 years, and had two 
daughters and one son. Brian’s life was an amazing 
journey and he always managed to do things his way. 
No obituary is available, and there will be no calling 
hours. The family will have a private ceremony at a 
later date. It is not necessary to send a card (this is 
Alan’s request), but you might send him an e-mail or 
just keep him in your thoughts.
 
  

“The cosmos is within us. The nitrogen in our DNA, 
the calcium in our teeth, the iron in our blood, the 
carbon in our apple pies were made in the interiors of 
collapsing stars. We are made of star-stuff. We are a 
way for the universe to know itself.” ― Carl Sagan

Electronic Donations & Automatic Pledges

Our website pullmanmemorialdonations.com offers 
several choices for making financial contributions to 
our mission. Drop-down menus provide a variety of 
monthly and weekly automatic options. Alternatively, 
you can make one-time donations in any amount, learn 
where to send a check, or inquire about planned 
giving. All major credit cards are accepted, or you can 
fund your contribution with a bank transfer or a PayPal 
account.

Of course, cash and checks still work OK, too. The 
offering plate will continue to circulate during a 
Sunday service to provide an opportunity for “instant 
wallet withdrawals." But if you prefer to plan ahead 
and pay online then please check out our donations 
webpage.

If you have a smartphone then check out our electronic 
“virtual offering plate.” Scan the QR code below. 
You’ll be whisked to a special donation page where 
you can easily make a donation online. 

   

 

 

Pinwheels on the Lawn

During the month of April you will notice 72 
pinwheels on our corner lawn. Each represents the 
daily total number of estimated victims of sexual 
assault within the United States, using one pinwheel 
for every ten survivors!

April is internationally recognized as Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month, and we were approached by 
RESTORE Sexual Assault Services (formerly Rape 
Crisis Service) to host this special awareness campaign 
for the county of Orleans. 

Church members should be proud that our 
congregation is liberal enough, open and affirming 
enough, to host this campaign. 


